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SOVEREIGN 


IANTIDOTE 


To drive out 


DI SCONTENT 


In all tliat any way ſuffer Affliction, 


A'S ALSO 


The Benefit of Affliction; and how to Husband 
it (o, that the Weakett Chriſtian ( with bleflng from 
above ) may be able to ſupport himſelt in his 

molt miſerable exigents. 


TOGETHER WITH 


The Wit, Generolſity , Magnanimity and In- 


. vincible Rrength of a patient Chriſtian Rightly 
ON ſo fliled, and as is herein Characteriſed; 


Extracted out of the choiſeſt Authors; Anct= 
ent andModern,both Ho'y and Hamane. Neceſſary to 
be read of all that any way (uffer Tribulation. 


» 


By R. Younge, of Roxwell 77 Eflex,Florilegws. 


Licenſed and Entered according to Order. 


—_—— 


All that will live godly in Chriſt Fejus, fhall 
Juffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 3* I2. 


= Y - HOR—_m— 


: LONDON _ 
Printed for the Author and are to be fold at his 
Houſe near the Wind-mills,' next dore to the 
three Colts: with more than forty other pieces, 
by the lame Huthor. 1668. 
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; | Courteous Reader ; 
l | I's the peruſall of this Meade thou 
alt fend © ſuch wariety of aſe- 
| full matter , laid down in an accu-| 
rate and methodical way , and ,embel- 
1 liſhed with ſuch Ornaments of delight-| 
| full-illuftration;, that it will be hard te 
ſay, whether the Authors Reading and : 
Pains, or thy Profit and Delight, will ex 
ceed: But, The'Fare trieth Words, as thq; 
Mouth taſtethMeat, Fob 34. 3. Only read [: 
zt ( without prejudice Jand the Work will. 
ſufficiently praiſ! e tt [f elf , if either Mat 


ter or Manner, Argument or Art, can do it 
Thomas Weſtfield, D.DÞ 
_Damel Featly, D.D, 


4 Hamuel Slater. 
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PART IT. 


CHAP. I. 2 
DIPS N the former # 7; reatiſe, Thave * Sinus 
22, proved that thereis a natural gn: 
Sa enmity and a ſpiritual Antipathy 

ky between the- Men of the World, and the 
® 2 children of GOD 3 between the ;ſeed of the 
Serpent, and the ſeed of the Woman, And 
thattheſe two Regiments being theSubjedts of two (cveral 
Kings, Satan and Chriſt, are governed by Laws oppolite 
and clean contrary each to the otherz whereby it comes 
to paſs, that griveous temptations and perſecttions do al- 
14 ayes accompany the remiſſion of ſins : That all men ( as 
— WArftineſpeaks ) are neceſſitated to miſeriesr, which bend 
ztYthcir courſe towards the Kingdom of Heaven. If z Convert 
comes home, the Angels welcome him with Songs, the 

- $Pevils tollow him with zproar and fury, his old acquain- 
D, tance with ſcorns, and obloquiez for they think it quarrel 
enough that we will zo Imager run with them to the ſame ex- 

) eſs of riot, 1 Pet. 4. 4. that we will no longer continue 
« (:iferable with them : they envy to {ce themſelves caſhiere; 
as perſons infe&ted with the plagye, will ſcoff at ſuch of 
heir acquaintance,as refuſe to conſort with thetrras they 
Pave done former]y , ( as Gregory ſpeaks ):for it is awevers 
$f ing rule of the Apolile's, He that is born after the fleſh, 
IF 'peyſecute him that i born after the Spirit,Gal.4.29.not 
decauſe he is evil, but becauſe he is ſo much berier than 
A 2 himſelf 
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himſelf, x John 3. 12. Becarfe his life is not lihe other mens, 
his wayes are of another faſhion. Wildom 2. 15. 

I have alfoX. ſhewen the Original, continuance,proper= 
wha tres, cauſes, ends, and what will be tl e :/[ue 
= of this enmity, and thercin made it plain,that 
Prejudice. © 35 for the preſent they ſuit like the Harp and 

the Harrow, agree like two Poyſons In one 
ft:mack , the oe being ever fick of the other : {o, to recon- 
cile them together, were to reconcile Fire and J/atey, the 
IYolfe and the Lamb, the Winds and the Sex together; yea || - 
that once to expect it,werean effect of frenzie, not of hope. || 

It remains 1n the laſt place, that I declare the | 
Reafons F God permits his dearelt ch;14ren {o to be afflicied. 

why QCThe godl,arc ſopatiert in their ſufferings, With N | 
Cther grounds of Comfort and Ujes: and firſt of the firſt. 

The Reaſons why God ſuffers the ſame, are chiefly $:x- 
teen 5All tending to his glory and their ſpiritual and ever-fj , 
lhſfting gaod, benctit,and advantage 3 for the malignity of 
envy ( if it be well anſwered )is made the evil cauſe ofa 
£004 effeft to us 3 God and our ſixls are made gainers by an- 
others ſin. | 
. The Reaſons and Endswhich tend toGn4s glory are three; 

7. It makes for the glory of tis poxper : Moſes having de- 
clarcd in what manner the Lord permitted Pharaoh to 
oppreſs the children of Tfrael, more and more, ſtill hayd- 
ning h1s heart; (hews the reaſoz: of it in theſe words, That 
IT may multiply my miracles and wonders in the land of 
Egypt, That I may lay my hand upon Pharaoh,and bring ot 
mane armies, even my people by great judgements, that my 5 

power may be known, and that T may declare my Name 
throurhout all the World, Exod.7. 3, 4. 9. 16. N 7 

When that multitude of Ammonites and Moahites camel +. 
to war againli 7ehoſaphat and the children of Iſrael, inten- 
ding to caſt them out of the Lords inheritance,and utterly 
deliroy them, tothe diſhonour of God theLord by deliver-Jſ ,, 

ing them from that ſore affliction, gained to himfcif ſuch 
hongyr and glo:y 3 That ( as the Text faith ) the fea 
- 


#0 drive out Diſcontent. The farlt Part. 


Jl 207: And it is not ſo much. glory to God to take away wick- 


, 


Gad was upon all the Kingdoms of the Earth, when they heard 
that the Lord had fought ſo againſt. the enemies of Iſrael, 
2 Chron.20.19. The judgment was upon ſome, the fear 
came upon all ; it was but a few mens loſs, but it was all 
mens warning, 1 Cor. 10.11. when the Lord brought again 
the Captivity of Sion, ( ſaith the Plalmijſt ) then ſaid they 
among the Heathen, The Lord hath done great things for 
them, Pſal. 126.1, 2. 
Godprovides on purpoſe mighty adve;ſaries forhisChurch, 
that their humilzation may be the greater in ſuſteining, 
and his glory may be greater in deliverance: yea, though 
there be legions of Devils, and every one ſtronger than ma- 
ny legions of men, and more malicious than ſtrong ; yet 
Chriſts little Flock, lives and proſpers. And makes not 
this excedingly for our Makers, for our Guardians glory ? 
CHAP.'IE: TREE 

2. QEcondly, it makes for the gry of his marvellous and 
ſingular Wiſdom, when he turneth the malice of his 
enemies to the advantage of his Church. Twould(faith Paul.) 
ye underſtood, brethren, that the things which have come unto 
me, are turned rather to the furthering of the Goſpel: $9 that my 
bmnds in Chriſt are famous throughout all the judgment-hall, 
and in all other places, inſomuch that many of the brethren in 
the Lord, are emboldned through my bonds, and dare more 
frankly ſpeak the Word,Phil.x.1 2, 13, 14. The Apofliles im- 
priſonment was not the Goſpels reſtraint, but inlirgement. 
Again how admirably did the Loyd turn the malice of 
Foſephs brethren when they ſol4 him. into Ezypt! And that 
devilliſh plot of Haman againſt Mordecai and his people, to 
the good of his Church in general,and of Foſeph and Morde- 
rain particular Ger .q5, 8,11.Heſter 9.1,2,3. Their plots 
to overthrow Foſeph and Mordecai, were turned by a divine 
Providence to the only means of advantaging them. And 
berein was that ofthe Pſalmiſt verified, Surely the rage of 
man ſhall turn to thy praiſe , Plal.76. 10. He who cando all 
things, will do that which ſhall be moſt for his own ho- 
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4 _ 4A Sovereign Autidpte | 
ed men, as to xſe their evil to his own holy purpoſes 3 how 
ſoon could the Commander of Heazen and Earth, rid the 
World of bad members? Butſo ſhould he loſe the praiſe of 
working good by evil inſtruments: it {uficeth that the An- 
els of God reſiſt their ations, while their perſons con- 
tnue. | 
Yea, as jn the Creation, out of that confuſed Chaos, he 
drew forth this orderly and adorncd Jorld; fo ſtill,out of 
Satans Tragedies and Hurliburlies, he brings forth ſweet 
order and comelineff: for God (mapy times) works by con- 
trary means :as Chriſtreſtored the blind man tohiis ſight, 
with clayand | os > he cauſed the Iſraelites to grow with 
depreſſion, with perſecution to multiply, Exod. 1. 12. 'The 
oud' of the Martyrs 1s the ſeed of the Church : Perſecution 
enlargeth the bounds of it ; like as Palms oppreſſed, 
and Camamile trod upon, mozent the more, grow the faſter. 
The more we are cutdown by the {ward of Perſecutionthe 
more ſtill we are; ſayes Terin/l;ay, of the Chriſtians in his 
time : Yea, the ſufferings of one, beget many to the love of 
the 1ruth. We read that Cicilia a poor Virgin, by her gra- 
cious behaviour in her Martyrdom , was the means of 
converting tour hundred to Chriſt, And ſo on the con- 
trary, the very means which wicked men ule, to eſtabliſh 
their own power , proves( by Gods providcnce )the on- 
ly means of their ruine: Thoſe Babel-projetiors would buils 
themſelves a Tower,whoſe top ſhould reach unto Heaven, 
Jeſt they ſhould be ſcattered abroad : which act of theirs 
proved the only cauſe of their being, ſcattered and diſper- 
{cd all the Forld over,Gen. 11. 4,8. Faſeph's brethren {old 
him ito Egypt, that ſo thcy might prevent his'rejgning over 
t hem; but God made it the anly means of his reigning over 
them Gen 37.20, 36. Pharaah and his deep Counſelloxr 
would deal wiſely in oppreſſing the Tſraclites,lcſt they (houla 
multiply and get out ofhis Land but by this they muttiph 
ed the mare, and got out the ſooner, even to the ruine 0 
him and his Country, Ex94. 1. 9,10, 11,12. Ty chig 
Pricfts and Phariſees would molt wiſely put Chrijt :0 _ 
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to drive out. Pzſcontent. » Phe firſt Part,” * 5 
leſt all men ſhould Zejzeve in him, Fob.11 .45348,53.When 
thereby chiefly all came to believe in him. For; faith he 
when I am lifted up from the Eartþ :- will draw all men 
unto me, ap 12.32, And not-{cldome' doththeT,ord 
thus zxrs the deepeſt counſels of Haman and Achitophel into 
fookiſpneſs. | 
'Tis as eafie for God to work without means, as with 
them 3 and againſt them, as by either : but aflincdly, it 
makes more for the Makers ployy, thatiſirch an admirablc 
harmony ſhould be:produced out of ſuch an intinitediſtore. 
The World is compoſed of four Elemerits, and thoſe:be 
contraries : the Tear. 1s quartered : irito different Seaſons ; 
the minde of man is a mixture of diſparities, as joy, ſorrow, 
hope, fear, le, hate, and the like : the body doth conſiſt 


and 1s nouriſhed by contraries. How divers ever:in effe#7 


as, well as taſte (wherein variety hits the humour of all) 
are: the Birds and Beaſts that feed us! And how'divers 
again are thoſe things that feed them / How many ſeve- 
ra] qualities have the Plants that they brouze wpon |! 
Which all mingled together ; what a well 'tempered 
Sallad do they make ! 
58 CHAP. III. 
3-"F Hirdly, it maketh for Gods Fry another way, 
when thoſe graces which he hath beſtowed' upon 
his children , do the: more ſhine through employment,and 
are the more ſeen and taken notice ot by the orld:ſurely 
if his juſtice get ſuch honour by a Pharoah 3 much more 
doth his mercy by a Moſes : now Abrahams faith, Fobs pa- 
tence, Pauls corrage and conſtancy, it they had not been tri- 
ed by the fire ofaffliction 3 their graces had been ſmothered, 
as ſo many lights under a Buſhel,which now ( to the glory 
of Gad) ſhine to all the World: Yeanot only their verirees, 
but the gracious lives of all the Saints departed, do ſtill 
magnifie: him even to this day, in every place we hear of 
them, and move uslikewiſc to gloyifie God for them: 
wherefore happy man that leaves fuch a preſident, tox 
which the fre Ages ſhall praiſe him , and praiſe -—_ 
ap Aa _ 
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The weakeſt of which 1s 2 


for him. And certainly, if God- intends to glorifie him- 
{elf by his graces in #s 3 he will finde means to fetch them 


forth into the notice of the World. | 

Who could know the faith,patience and valour of Gods 
fruldiers, if they alwayes layin Garriſon, and never came Jin 
to the skirmiſh ? Whereas now they are both- exemplary, vi 
and fervealſq to put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh men, fo 
x Pet. 2.15. At firſt, the honour aud ſplendour of Fobs in- 1 W 
zegrity was confined to Uz,( alittle corner of Arabia ) th 
yea, to his awn Family ; whereas by means ofthe Devils on 
malice, itis now ſpread as far as the $# can extend his he 
beams, or the Moon her influence; for of ſuch a Favourite of th: 
Fleaver., ſuch a Mirrour of the Earth, ſuch a wonder of the (iv 
World, who takes not notice? Who could know whether Jno 
we be veſſels of gold or droſt, unleſs we were brought to mi 
the Toxchſt one of temptation ? Who could feel the odori- [Gs 
ferious ſmell of theſe Aromatical Spices, 1f they were not Jthi 
poundedand bruiſed in the Mortar of affliction ? 5 
 Tfit made for the honour of Sax and all F#ael, that he 
had a little Boy in his Army, that was able to encounter 
that ſelected great Giant,Goliah of the Philiſtims,and over- 
come himz how much more doth it make for Gods glory, ſi 
that the leaſt of hs adopted ones ſhould be able to encan- 
ter Four Enemies? | Fx ba 


World, 1 John 5. 4. 
Fleſh, Gal. 5. 24. 
n Ls Den1il, x John 2. 14. and 
Death, Rom.8. 36, 37. 
1 The Fleſh, « 


i; 2 The World, 
Now the Fleſh being ant home-bre4 enemy, a Dalilah mm 
Samſons bolome,a Fudas in Chriſts company, like a Moath Bhi 
inthe garment bread in us, and cherithed of ws: and yet ffby 
alwaycs attempting to fret and deſtroy us; ail the world 
a forraign foe i, whoſe Arry contitts ER. 
- OT 1 of 
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Death ftronger than either,and the Devi] ftronger than all; 
ds And yet that the weakelt chilZe of Gog, only through faith 
me ſin Chriſt ( a thing as much deſpiſed of Philiftims, as Da- 
ry, | vids ſling and ftonewas of Goliah)ſhould overcome all theſe 
en, (four ! wherein he ſhews himſelf a greater Congaerovr,than 
n- | William-thie Conqueronr ; yea even greater than Alexander 
4 ) the Grea t,or Pompey the Great,or the Great Twrk :for they 
Hr only conquered in many years a few parts cf the World; but 
11s lhe that is' bay of God, overcometh the whole world, & all 
ff lthings in the World, 1 Joh.5. And thi x the viftory that 
he overcometh the World, even our faith, verſ, 4. And' makes 
er Jnot this infinitely for the glory of God ?* Yea, it makes 
to [much for the honour of Chriſtians. For, art thou born of 
ri- God ? haſt thou vangeifped the Y/orld,that vanquitheth all 
ot Fthe Wicked? Bleſs God tor this conqueſt. The King of 
\ PSpains overcoming the Indies was nothing toit, 
| CHAPF.. IV. | 
N Ow the' Reaſons which have chiefly reſpe& tothe 
good of his children in their ſuflerings being thirteen 
in number, are 
Firft, The Lord ſuffers his Children to be vexed and perſt- 

euted, by the wick ed, becauſe it is a notable means to rouze 
them out of ezrleſs ſecurity,& bring them to repentance; He 
openeth the ears of men ({ith Elihu ) even by their correftions, 
that he might cauſe man t9 turn away from his enterprize,and 
that he might keep back his ſou! from the pit, Job. 33. 16,17, 
18. The feeling of ſmart will teach us to' decline the caufe ; 
Ouia ſentio pxnam,recogito culpam,(aith Gregory the Great : 
puniſhments felt-bring, to my conſideration ſins committed. 
Thoſe bitter ſufferings of Fob toward his latter end, made 
him to poſleſs the zniquities of bis youth, Job. 13.26.where- 
t ffby ( with Solomons Eves-dropper,Feleſ.7.21.22.) he came 
d ſto repent of that whereof hc did not once fuſpett himſelf 
guilty : it made him not think ſo much of what he fel:, as 
What he deſerved tofedl : Inlike manner, how do the 

| | clamones 
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clamours of Satan , our own conſciences, and the inſulting, | 
World, conſixain us to poſſeſs even the fins of our youth, 
There needs no other art of memory for fin, but miſery. Þ.;. 
Our afAlitions are as Benhagdads beſt Counſellers that ſey " 
him with a cord about his zeck to the merciful King 


T/rael. The Church of God under the C rot is brought to; 


ſerious conſideration of her eſtate, and ſaith,,Le#:4s ſeardifrh 
and trie our ways and turn again tothe Lord, Lam.3,40.My i 
zaſſes alſo the King of Judab that horrible ſinner, neveſh,; 
repented of his Idolatry, Mwurtber, Witchcraft, &c. till bi ; 
was carried away captive to BbehLand there put in chain 


by the King of Ahr. Brt then( ſaith the Text ) he humſhq | 


bled himſ elf greatly before the God of his F atheys,2Chron. 33 hi 
II, 12. The body that is ſurfetted with repletion of pleaſ;n, 
ant meats, mult be purged with bitter pills: and when alc 
outward comforts fail us,we are willing to befriend our ſelueſf; 
with the comfort of a good conſcience, the beſt of bleflings dc 
Aficio 15 the Hammer which breaks our yockie heartith 
Adverſity hath whip many a ſoul to Heaven, which otherfſh, 
wiſe proſperity had coached to Hell : Was not the Prodigy; 
riding poſt thither,till he was ſoundly laſht homeagain td] ;, 
his Fathers houſe; by thoſe hard-hearted and pittileſs Ns 
bals, whigh refuſcd to fill his belly with the hausks of the q 
ſwine? And indeed,ſeldom is any man throuzbly awakenedfl (| 
from the ſleep of fin, but by afflifion : but Gad by it, as 1; 
were by a ſtrong purge, empties and evacuates thoſe (upery ; 
fluities of malice, envie, pride ſecurity, &c. wherewith wal {| 
were before ſurcharged, For as Alves kils worms in the ſto 
mack, or as froſt,aud cold deſtroyes Vermine; ſo doth bity] {| 
ter afflictions , crappling luſts 1n the heart. My wants ( {ait| ſt 
one) kill my w.2ntonneſs : my poverty checks my pride : my 
being ſlighted quels my ambition and vain glovy, And as follff j 
fichneſriat cuts the throat of vices ; Many, faith S. AuguſtintYy) | 
nave been wickedly well, that havebecn inn: cently and pill + 
ouſly ſick, Yea, I may call it the ſum of Divinity, as Plinſ i 
calls it the ſym of Philoſophie 3 for what diſtreſſed or ſich } 
an was evcr laſciviens,covetous, Or ambitions | He envidll ; 
Im 


to drive out Diſconteut, Thefirſtpart. 9g 
ho man, admires no man; flatters no man, diſſembles with 
o man, Aeſpiſeth no man,&c, That which Governours Or 
riends can by no means effec, touching our amendmentza 
tle ſichneſ5,0r trouble from enemies ,vgall (as S.Chryſoſtome 
pbſcrves.,) Yea, how many will confeſs, that one affli& zo 
ath done more good upon them, then many Sermons ? 
hat thcy have learncd more good 37 one daies or weeks 
iſery,than many years proſperity could teach them? Untouchs» 
d eſtates & touched conſciences {eldom dwell together: and 
St 15 uſuall for them that know 10 ſorrovvs tO know no God: 
\ndafli&;on.is but the ſhepherds Dog,(aSChryſoſtome ſpeaks, 
o fetch us into Chriſt s fold : perhaps hy barking anely; and 
hen we are more ſcar*d than hyrt : iperhaps 1n his mouth; 
lexF:nd then the poor ſheep thinks he will ſarely worry it : but 
1 he is taught to fetch only and therefore gripes not, but only 
ly carries and delivers it to his Maſter. When children have 
neydone a fuult,Mothers ule to fright them with Byll-bezgers : 
ri the child thinks ſurely they will, have him , but the Mother 
Yyhath a doxble policy, viz.to make them hate the fault, and 
8/Y lope them the better ; for they run to the lap to hide they, 
1 2nd then will ſhe make her own conditions. And (© the 
Val very end which God aimcs at in fi etting thole Adders up- 
nl on thee, is that thou ſhouldeſt turn thine Eyes inward,that 
thou mayett ſee tor what thou ſxffereft, pry narrowly into 
thine own firepaſt a&ions 3 which it thou doſt, an hyndred 
cIy ro one thou wilt tind fi,it may be this very ſin,the cauſe of 
WY thy prefcnt afii&ion; and untill thou dot ift and try thinc 
0 own heart tor this Achan, and hnd out which is thy Jſaac, 
thy beloved fin; look for no releaſe : but rather that thy 
 /orrows ſhould be multiplied, as God threatned Ee. 
Wherefore lieft tho on thy face, ſaid God to Feſhua? Iſrael 
'S hh ſinnedgup, ſearch diligently, &c. Jolh.7.10,11,JYhat evil 
"fl bat tho done aid the Mariners to the diltr&fled Prophet, 
that this evil 15, come upan us ? Let .cvcry ſuch Fong reflect 
upon himſc}f, and ſay, What evil have Tdone ?What fiz2 have 
Teommitted or admitted? or whit good havel omitted Or in- 
termitted ? bc it but one ſingle ſin, whether frimal pride, 
| Or 
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19 A Soveraion Antidote to 
or railing upon honeſt men in an handſome Langu zge, or thif® 
like: and having found out the cauſe, grieve for it, turn fro 
7t. One flaw in a Diamond takes away the luſtre, and th: 
price : oneman in Liw may keep poſſeſſion : one Pu1dle,if wiſts 
wallow in it, will defile us 3 one peice of Ward-lan1, make 
the Heire liable to the King : one ſin keeps poſſeſon fo 
Satan as well as twenty : Befides, how were the Angels in 
Heaven puniſhed for one fault ? Achan for one ſacriledpe' 
Miriam for one ſlander? Moſes for one unbelief ? Anania fo 
one lie? Eli for his Indutzence only , David? for his love 
Bzthſheba only, &c. Wherefore look toit; for if we ſþ an 
but one Agag, it may coſt us a Kingdome ; and ſuch a Kim 
dom as is far better than the Kingdomegof Sal, 1 Pet.1.4. 

Neither ay of thy ſin, as once Lot of Zoar; Is it not 
Tittle one? for though men may yet God will not, wink a 
ſmall faults,efpecially in his own. A little prick being neg 
lefied, may feſter to 2 gangrene. AS,what 15 a mmntain 0f 
Earth but an acumulation of many little dyfts? or what iÞ"* 
a flod, but a concurrence of many /itle drops ? A ſmall leal"9 
will fink, the Veſſel unſtapt ; whereas a great one will noffſ®Þ 
do it , if well kalked. The weakeſt Inſtrument, be it but a 
Bodkin, can pierce the ft:ſh and take away the life unarmed 
whereas Armor of prof will even beat off Bullets,Belides 
whereas our greateſt goodneſi merits not the leſt glory 3 our 
leaft wichedneſi deſerves great pain, The wages of fin ({mall 
or great )isdeath,Rom.6.23. Bad work , fad wages. Where 
fore let his correfrion bring forth converſion 3 cleanſe your 
hands ye ſinners and purge your hearts ye double minded, Jam. 
4-8.Not your hands only with Pilate, but your hearts with 
D2vid,yea,&yourezesto00,with MaryMagaalenit it bepoſlible 
(though dry ſ5rrowmay be as good as wet)whoſe eyes were 
a Laver,and hair a Towel,to waſh and wipe the feet of Chriſt 
Tt is this thief in the Candle that waſtes us : this Fly in 
the Box that corrupts us: this zreitor in the heare, that: 
betrayes and expoſes us to all perils. In which regard it 
was a ſound and ſavory reply of an Enpliſh Captain at the 
It of Calice who when a proud Frenchman tauntingly de- 
mandedlll 


fo drive out Diſcontent. The firſt Part: xx 
r thnanded , When will you fetch Calice again ? anſwered, 
frofwhen your fins ſhall weigh down ours. What, faith Saint 
] chHjerom,in the like caſe ? by car fins are theſe Infidels made 
f wifrong 5 and therefore a mean to leſſer or puniſhment is, to 
akeSeſſen over ſins. Yea,even Achaior a very Ammonite could ſay 
1 folthus to Holifornes, Enquire if this people have offended 
1; hbeir God: otherwiſe all our warring will come to nothing. 
rej And Vaſtatian the like: who when he had conquered Je- 
; fouſalem, refuſed to have the Crews: let upon his head, 
'e ffaying : I, indeed, am the rod in Gods hand, but it is 
p an heir tins only, , that hath ſubdued them. 
ing And it 1s very rare in this caſe, if there be not ſome 4- 
4. (£47 im the Army, ſome Sheba in the Town, ſome Jonas in 
It the Ship , ſome diftemper in the ſoxl, diſorder in the life, 
k athat God would have removed and remedied. As for in- 
regſtances Jonas how came he into the Whales belly? was it 


; offnot his own dutifulneſl? David, whence came all his 


t ir #bles by Abſalom, Amnon, Adonijah? was it not his fond- 
eafineſi and indMpence? And ſoof El3. Facrb, what might he 


notthank for all his afli&ions ( where of God gave him not 2 
t z(draught, but made him 2 diet drink: fo that he had ſcarce 
oa merry day, for one trouble or another: ) whom had he 
les ito thank for it ? Did he not thruſt his own feet into the 
ourfſfticks by that threefold lie of his uttercd ina breath to get 
nallfithe bleſſing ? 
re-fl Wherefore, it thou loweſt thine own eaſe, deal freely and 
ingenuouſly with God and thine own ſoul ; for fin and 
Mniſhment ate inſeparable companions,and go tied together 
with chains of Adamant as the Poet ſpeaks, like individu- 
all twins,thcy are born together,/fve together,are attended 
one by the other, as the body by the ſhadow: Sin, bringeth 
0 $judgment,and only Repentance preventeth it : Thy fin hath 
kindled the fire of Gods wrath, and only Repentance is as 
water tO quench this fire : be thou but throughly ſorry for thy 
ir, my ſoul for thine, God will be throughly ſatisfied 3 yea, 
heflgrow better by it, and God will love thee the better for it : 
AS Lovers are wont to be beſt friends after falling out: for 
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12 A Sovereiche Antidote 
as bones out of joynt, jayned again are/tronger tHan before: f 
when God and we are reconciled by repentance,his affedth 
ons are ſtronger to us than before. The tepenting Prodigy 
received ſuch tobens of favour as his elder brother,who'ne 
ver brake out into that Riot, never did. And whom di 
Chriſt honowe with his firlt 2ppearance but Mary Magdaſe 
and the Argel,but Peter ? Go,faith he,and tell his Diſciph 
and Peter.that he will go betore you into Gallilee, Mark 
I'6. 7. Though Peter, had ſinned above the reſt,yet repenting 
he is named above the ret. 

Otherwilc; Contrition without reformation ( which 15 
but like the crouching of a Fox, that being taken in'a ſ#ar 
looks lamentably, but it 13 only to get ot ) will not prevail 
with God; he will never leave purſuing thee, till the x74) 
tors head be thrown over the w2ll. P haraob cou'd relent 
when' he felt the p/2gxe# 3 but when they were wer,fo wa 
his repentance : but what ſaith the Scripture ? He that com 
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Feffeth and forſaketh bis fin ſhall hinde mercy, = 28.13, 


Confeſtin and c fuſion 0: fin mult go rgetheF* yea, there 


muſt be a parting with the r79 bt Eye in regard of pleaſure ſt 


and the right Hand m regard of profit. | 
Thus as the two Angels that came to Lot, lodged with 
him for a 2jght, and when they had difpatched their & 
rand,went awayin the morning:S0 afiiciions which are thi 
Angels.or the Meſſenge,s of God,arc feat by him to do an er 


rand tO nsto tell us,we forget God, we lorget Our ſelves,wl 


are too prix, too ſelf=conceited, and ſuch like: and whe! 
fhey have faid as they were bid, then preſently they are 


rone. Why then complainctt thou, T am' afflicted on eve 


ry ſide? Like a ch5/d that cries out of hisſhove, when' the 
fault 18, inhjs foot ; or the ſich patient who faults his bu 
When he thould his back, Why groareft thou under thy but 
den, aud cryeſt out of unretatdied pain ” Alas, thou repent 
feſt not 3 #0xble came on this meſſage, to feach thee repen: 
tancez give the meſſenger his errand, and heel be gone. 
' But if thou refuſcſt-to be reformed, thou bateſt to be hea 
led. Alas, every Cain will groan under the peralty,wheres 
a D.rv1 
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#0 drive ont Diſconmtent, The firſt Part. 13 
: (David will griexe for the iniquity : but the one rrembles as 
ſlave, whereas the other fears as a ſon : and he that 
mrns for the cauſe of his pwrniſhment, ſhall mourr but a 
Sþi/e, but he that morrns only for the puniſhment,and not 
ior the caſe, ſhall mourn for ever. The ſod cannot live 
eSyhile the fin lives 3 one of the two muſt die, the corruption, 
Sr the Perſon ; but Repentance 1s a Superſedeas, which diſ- 
rkS&bargeth bothſin and ſorrow: 
A Many in time of diftrefs have ftrong reſolutions and pro- 
miſc fair, eyen a Candleasbig as a Mift : but troxb/e being 
over , one of ze m the poxnd were well : which proves , 
They never truly repented. Yea, inſtcad of being better,they 
731ſprow worſe, like one that falls into a relaps from an Agze, 
To a burning fevonr, which peradyenture would be thy 
aſc , if God ſhould now releaſe thee : at leaſt thou mayeſt 
ear it 3 for to ſeek unto God only in affliffion is ſuſpicious, 
21nd ſuch ſeckers commonly are yejefed with ſcorn, Pro- 
erbs 1. 24, to 33. Indeed, if thou ſhalt perſevere (when 


hou art releaſed )in doing that which now thou prurpoſeſt; 


tis an infallible ſigne, thy repentance is ſound : other- 
il: 3 not. 


CHAP. V. 

Econdly, the malice of our enemies ſerves to work in 
SU us amendment of life.Every afflition (antified, rubs 
fffome r#ft, melts off ſome drofſe, ſtraines out ſome cor- 
veruption &fc.which done,we riſe out of trouble,asChriſt roſe 
out of the grave: for when the gold is fined, the fire ſhall 
Fold it no longer. Theotward coldof affiition duth greatly 
Increafe the ?nward beat and fervour of the graces of Gol 
Jn us. Indeed no chaftiſement ( faith the Author to the 
Hebrews ) for the the preſent ſtems to be joyous, but grievous: 
FpBirt afterwards it bringeth the quiet fruit of righteouſneſs to 

"Wbem that are thereby exerciſed, Heb. 12. 11. 
en Weare dnnjed with reproaches , that we may prove a 
« W'icher ſoil for grace, as Nazianzen ſpeaks, ( alluding to the 
p:rable of the Fig<tree, ) God beats us, that he may better 
cvs, he bedyerh us about with thorns, that he may keep = 
WICAQUIL 
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within compaſs, leſt we break, over into Satars paſtures 


which indeed will fatt us,but to the ſlaughter. Ye, he priz 


us with goads that he may let out our i] hamours,and hap 
Py thorns or Lancers of tribulation are thoſe, which open 
vein for ſin to guſh out at. Nothing (ooner brings us t( 


the kn wledge and amendment of our faults, then tha 


ſerffs of an enemy: which made Philip of Mace 
acknowledge himſelf much beholding to his exemies ( the 
Athenians ) for ſpeaking evil of him: for ( ſaith he ) the 
have made me an honeſt man, to prove them Jzers 3 eve 
.barren Leah, when ſhe was deſpiſed became frui ifucl. Da 
vid was never (o tender, as when he was. hunted like: 
Partridge,x Sam. 26.20. Fonah was at belt, in the Whale 


belly. Stevens face never ſhone ſo fair, as when he ftoof 


before the Comrcil, Airs 6. 15. Whilet the Roman 


had wars with Carthage and enemics in Aﬀerich* 


they knew not what vices meant in Rome. So that wt 
may thank our enemies, or mult thank God fir our enemies 
Our ſoz!s ſhall ſine the brighter one day tur ſuch rubbing 
Or ſuppoſe he ſend ſickneſs, the wotlt Feaver can com 


does not more burn up our blozd than our lts 3 and tof 


gether with ſweating out the 1" of 141ure at the por 


ot the body, we weep out the finful corruption of Our natun 


at the pores of the conſcience: Yea, the Authour to thi 


Hebrews (aith of Chrijft himfe!f, that though be wel. 


the Sen, yet ( as he was man )) Helearned obedience by t 
things which he ſuffered. Hcb. 5. 8. 


God ftrips the body of pleaſicre to cloath the ſoul with right 
euſneſſ#, and oftentimes ſtrengthens our ſtate of grace, by rim 


pmeeriſhing our temporal eſtate : for commonly the mor}... 


profferity,the 1efſe Piety. The poor ( ſaith Chriſt ) receive if 


Goſpel, though the rich are mare bound; When the wata.. 


of the flod came upon the face ofthe earth, down wel 


ſtately Twrrets and Towers 3 but as the waters roſe, til 


Ark roſe ſtill higher, and higher. Tn like ſort, when tt 


waters of affliion ariſt , own gocs the pride of life, til 
luſt of the eyes 3 In a word all the vanities of the Worl 


\ 
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_ © t0- drive ort Diſcontent.' The firſt Part, I5 
But the Ark of the ſix! ariſeth- as theſe waters rife, and 
that higlier and higher, even neerer and necrer towards 
Heaven. | = | 

Now if the winter of the one is found to be the fring 
of the other, and the corruption of] proſperity the genera- 
\ Ytio of piety > who will elteem thoſe things good which 

PWinake us worſe? or that evil, which brings ſuch gain and 
1 W/weetneſs f Before Twas afflicied( ſaith David ) Iwent aſtray, 
4 Yo#t now Theep thy Commandments, Plal.1 19,67. 1 might il- 

luſrate this point by many cbſervcable things in nature: 
Mans by, the more extream the cold is withext 3 the 
more doth the natural heat tortifie it {elf within, and 

T2uard the heart: The Corn teceives an inward beat and 

Feomfort from the Froft and Sow which lieth upon it:Trees 

Popt and pruned flouriſh the more, and bear the fuller for 

It, The Grape when t 15 mott preſſed , and trodden, 
naketh the more and better ine: The droflie gold” is by 

Thc fire refined; Windes & Thunder clear the Air:Working 

Feas purge' the Fine 3 Fire increafſeth the ſent of any 
Perfume : Pcatnding makes all Spices {mell the ſweeter : the 
Ezrth being torn up with the Plough, becomes more rich 
and frreitful, All which are lively emblems ofthat truth 

hich the Aprſte delivers, 2 Cor. 4. 16. We faint not, for 

Phouh our wutward man periſh, yet the inward; man is re- 
\Jewved daily. Even as a Lambe is rhuch more lively and 

imble for ſhearing. It by enmity and perſecution ( as with 
knife ) the Lord pareth and pruneth us; it.is, that wE' 
nay bring forth the more, and better frnit : and, unlcfle 
. We degenerate, we {hall bear the better for bleeding. .,- .: 

J 1 fay nct that a wicked heart will be bettered by 

Sficion : for, in the ſame fire that gold is made bright and 

ve; droſs is biirnt and conſumed i; and under the ſame 

$i! that ths grain is purged and preſerved 3 the burks.are 

Froken and diminifhed: | = 
<l CHAZ FL ani 
eh | Hirdly, Becauſe they quicken. our devotion, & make 
& 25 pray untoGod with more tervency: Lord( (aithT/a) 
BY #r:3tblc Abbey will viſit thee: they poured cut prayers when thy 

B chaſtening 
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16 A Sovtratgn Antidote 
chaſtening was upon them,Iſay 26.16. In their affliction {aithif; 
Hoſea) they will ſeek thee diligently ; Hoſea 5.1 5- That welllif 
never pray \ofeelingly, fervently, forcibly as in time of 
efliftion, may be {cen in the examples of the chilrden 0 
Iſreal, Judges 3. 9,15. Eliſha, 2 Kings 6.18: Hezekiah 
2 King. 19.15, I6.Stephen, A&.7.59.60.And laſtly,in FehboY7 
ſaphat, who being told that there was a great multitudeBye 
comming againſt him from beyond the Seca, out of Aramiſy 
it follows, That Fehoſaphat feared,and ſet himſelf to /- nc 
Lord, and proclaimed a Faſt througbont all Judea : Tea, tho 
came ont of all parts, and _ rith him to en{ire of thi 
Lord, 2 Chron. 20. 3, 4,1 
Neither doth it make Bo ons which ſuffer, earneſt infec 
prayer; but it makes others alſo labour in prayer to God forſhn 
us, 2 Cor.1. 10, 11. A&.12.5, 12. As,what true memberWf 
participate not ſome way of the bodies ſmart? It 13 onlz 
a Nero can fit and ſing while Rome burns. Whence we ar 
taught to pray in the ; plural mtmber, Our Father : and cer 
tainly he cannot pray or be heard for himſelf that is ng 
mans friend but his own.No prayer without fazth,no fail; 
without Charity, no Charity without mutual 7zerceſionſthe 
Prayer is the wing of the fiu/, wherewith it flies to Hez 
ven, as meditation 1s the Eye whcrewith we ſce God. Bulde] 
our hearts are like flizt-ftones, which muſt be ſmitten eriffſer 
they will ſend out theſe parks of devotion. Chriſt neveſthe 
heard of theCanaanitiſh woman,until her daughter was milf 
ſerably vexed with the Devil: but then ſhe comes to hin 1 
and doth not feak, but cry : needand defirc have raildſya; 
her yoice to an impor1#naze clamour. The G4 of mercyſWha; 
bigh: of hearing,yet he loves a lozd and vehement ſolicitine/ 
2z0n; not to make himſelf inclinable to grant z but, 
make us capable to receive bleflings. And indecd the veiſſcar 
parpoſe of afflijion , is, to make us importunate : he thiſfks ; 
hears the ſecret mnrmurs of our griefe, yet will not /c}mje 
to hear us till our cries be loud and ſtrong: as Demoſthenes 
- would not plead for his Client till he cried to him, MlFo} 
then anſwered his ſorrow. Now I feel thy cauſe: Prayer iſ 
a1} arrow; if it be Er2wu up but a littlezit goes ot far : like 
Fc 
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| 20 drive aut Dzſcontent.', The firſt Part. 17 
ithBif ic be pull'd up to the bead 3 flies ſtrongly, arid pierces deep : 
welif it be but dribled torth of careleſs lipsz it falls downat our 
_ offffee: £ the firength of our ejacxlations ſends them up into 
1 ffHeaverr,and fetches down a bleſſing. The Child hath etcaped 
ablmany a ſtripe by his loud crying : and the very znjzt 
hoY7udge cannot cndure the widews clatmour : So unto ter= 
1deflvent prayer God will deny nothing : So that if we ackand 
milmiſt, it it is becauſe we ask amifi: we beat back theflame, 
not with a purpole toſ#ppreſi it,but raile it higher & to dif- 
thoſlfuſe it. We ftop the ſtream, that it may fivell the more,and 
thi denzal doth but invite the 1importunate, as welce in the 

anaanjtiſh wiman, Mat. 15. Our holy longings axe increa- 
t ined with delayes .: it whets our appetite to be held faſting: 
found whom will not Need make both humble and eloquent ? 
21M the cafe be waful, it will be expreſt accordingly: the deffair 
nlflof all: other helps, ſerds us 1mportunately tothe God of 

power 3 but while money can buy Phyſich, or friends procure 
Celflenlargement 3 the great Phyſician aud helper, 15 not ſought uns 
3 n&e, nor throughly truſted jn.It 15s written of the children of 
aitMſrael, that ſo (oon as they cried unto the Loyd, he delivered 
hem from their ſervitude under Eglon King of Moab : yet 
Teaſht is plain, they were eighteen years , under this bondage,un- 
Budclivered Fredges 3. 14, 15. Doubtleſs, they were not {o un- 
2 ſenſible of their own miulery, as not to complain ſooner 
cvelthen the end of eighteen years: The firſt hour, they fighed 
mfr themſelves. but now they cried #nto God. They are words, 
un not preyers,which fall trom careleſs l;ps;if we would pre- 
iſofrail with God, we muſt wreſtle, and if we would wreftle 
cyMWappily with God, we mult wreſtle firſt with our own dxl- 
citWreſs. Yea, it we fclt our want,or wanted not deſire; we could 
t, (Wpcak to. God in no ine but cries: and, nothing but cries 
velcap pierce Heaven, Now, are {ome afflicted in reputation? 
thas Syſarna was : others; in children? as EL: ſome by ene- 
Jeepnies? as David : others by friends ? as Foſeph: ſome, in body? 
bees L.azarus : others, in goods ? as Fob : others, in liberty? as 
» John. In all extremities, let us ſend this meſſenger to Chriſt 
- 15WMor caſe faithful and fervent prayer : If this can but carry 
: fe burthen t him, he will carry it for 6, and fromusdor 
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;B 2 A Sovereign Antidote 
Neither can we want encouragement to ask : When ade 
the ſick of the Palſie but asked health, and obtained allyLs 
forgiveneſs of ſin : When Solomon but deſtred wiſdom , ann! 
the Lord gave him - wiſdom, and honour, and abundance fdiſ 
wealth When Facob asked but meat and cloathing,and Gon 
made him a great rich man, When Zachew defired only taſpric 
havea ſight of Chriſt,and was ſo happy as to entertain hin 
into his houſe, into his heart, yea, to be entertained inte 
Chriſts Kingdom. | 
True if the all-wiſe God ſhall fore-ſee that thou would'liffro 
ſerve him as the prodigal ſon ſerved his father ,who prayed 
but til! he had got his patrimony, and then forſook, him, andſtin 
ſpent the ſame in rot, to the givers diſhonoyr. As too manyſVe 
uſe theOcean of Gods bounty,as we do theThamenit bringsugy! 
' Inall manner of proviſion: cloaths to cover us:fuel to warmſſÞ7 
us : food, to nouriſh us: wine,to chear us: gold, to enrich uf 
and we in recompence ſoil it with our rubbiſh, filth, comma! 
ſhoares, and ſuch like excretions : even as the cloud that" 
lifted up and advanced by the $7 3 obſcures the Sn. Ini 
this caſe, he will cither deny thee in mercy, as he did$ 
Paul, 2 Cor. 12.8, 9.and our Saviour himſelf, Mat. . 26,39 his 
or grant thee thy requeſt in wrath, as hedid a King to thi th 
Iſraelites, and © nails wherewith he fed their bodies 3 buſſtÞ 
withal ſending /eanneſs into their ſouls, Pſi]. 166. 15. Ani th 
well doth that ch:14 deſerve to be ſerved (o , who will la<0 
out the money given him by his father; to buy poiſon : or wea thi 
ons, to murther him with. + Lo 
S = 7 + - | 
4. þ Ourthly, our ſufferings wean us from the love 6 N 
the world, yea;make us loath and contemn itz & con 
trariwiſe, fix upon heaven with a deſire to be diffolved. W*: 
Peter,atChriſts transfigitration,enjOyingbut a glimpſe of ha lef 
- pineſs here;was ſo raviſhed & tranſported with the loveofhi Ca 
_ preſent eſtate,that he breaks out into theſe words, Maſte Il 
it is good for us to be here ; he would fain have made it hifff!® 
: dwelling place:and being loath to depart; Chriſt muſt malſ® 
'( three tabernacltes, Mat.17.4.The love of this world ſo mak* 
us forget the .world to come, that, like the 1/7acliress wlſ”® 
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to dive out Diſconcent. The firſt Part, 19 
en adelire rather to live in the troubles of Egypr, then in the 
allLind of promiſe; whereas S. Paul having ſpoken of his boxds 
andin Chrilt,6&cot the ſpiritual combate,concludeth,T deſire zo be 
ce diſſolved,and to be withChriſt,which is beſt of all,'Phil.1.22.23. 
GrfAnd no wonder tor Secundus calls death a ſleep eternal, the 
ly tbricked mans fearethe godlymans wiſh. Where the conſcience is 
hinffclear; death 15 looked for without fear,yea,delired with de- 
inteÞVeht,accepted with devotion: why?it is but the ceſſation of trou- | 
ble, the extin(ion of ſin,the deliverance from enemies,a reſcue 
1d rom S2tar,the quiet ret of the hody,6Cinfranchiſement of the 
yedſoz!. The Woman great with childe,is ever muſing upon the 
andtime of her delivery: and hath not he the like cauſe, when 
anfDeath 15 his bridge from wo to glory? Though it be the 
2ouÞvicked mans ſhiprerack , tis the good mans putting into hay- 
urnfſÞour.; And hereupon finding himſelfe hated, perſecuted, 
 uefliied, and tormented by enemics of all forts, he can as wil- 
noflingly leave the 7/orld, as others can forgo the Court; yea, as 
atwillingly die as dine; yea, no woman with child did evcr 
. Ifimore exactly count her time. No Few did ever more carn- 
d Weitly wiſh for the Fubile, No ſervant fo detires the end of 
39Y1is years, Noſtrangers {o long to be at home 3 ashe expects 
thJthe promiſe of Chriſts comzp3 it is the ſtrength of his hope 
buff the {weet objett of: his faith, in the midlt ot all ſorrows; 
inthe comfort of his heart, 'the beayt of all his comfort, the in- 
l;couragement ofhis wearied ſpirits the common clauſule 3 
eMthe continual period, and ſhutting up of his Prayers'; Come 
Lord Feſus come quickly. Whereas the worlds Favorites go 
« unwillingly from hence; as boyes from the midſt of a game. 
MNcither hath the Rich man ſo much advantage of the poor , 
Yin enjoying, as the poor hath of the Rich, in leaving. True, 
Rich men may alſo learn this ſlight : for, the way togrieve 
lf, is to love left. Andindeed, what ſhouldeſt thou do in 
hilcaſe thou ſeeſt that the IYorld runs not on thy fide, but 
,Mgive over the Yorld, and be on God's fide ? Let us care little 
tor the J/orld that cares ſo little for us.Let us croſs ſails,and 
turn another way : let us g& forth theretore owt of the Camp, 
fearing his reproach, for we have no continuing City, but we ſeek, 
wn 97e to come,Heb.1 3? 3,14.And this 15 nO (mall — 
i B 3 tg 
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the bitterneſs of adverſities, that they teach us the way to Heavey 
for the ef comfort we finde on earth, the more we ſeek, above, an 
the more we eſteem the beſt things : and weare very ungrateful, 
we do not thank him for that which fo'overcowes #, that it ove 
comes the love of the World in us, | 7 
Proſperity makes us druuk with the love of the worll, like th 
Gadarens, who preferred their [wine before their fouls : or him ir 
the Parable, that would go to ſee his farme and loſe Heaven; or the 
Rich Glutton,who never thought of Heaven, fill he was in Hell: ant 
thouſands more, who if they have but ſomething to leave behn 
them, tis no matter whether they have any thing to carry with them| 
We often ſee, nothing carries us ſo far from Ged,as thoſe favou 
he hath imparted zo «6. "Tis the miſery of the poor 5 to be negled 
ed of men: *'tis. the miſery of. the rich , to negle&t their Gol 
a delicious Hife, when every thing about-us is reſplendent and con 
tentſul, makes us that we have no minde togo to Heaven: where 
fore asa loving mother, when ſhe would wean, her childe from. thi 
dug ; maketh it bitter with Wormwood or Alves : ſo dealeth the Lo 
with us, he maketh this life bitter unto us by ſuffering our entmie 
to perſecute and opprels us ; to the end we may contemn the Wor[l 
and tranſport our hopes from Earth to Heaven ; Nothing feeds pride 
nor keeps off repentance. {0+much as proſperous advantages, If 
could be ſo uncharitable as to wiſh -an enemies ſol loſt, this were 
the only way, Let him live in the height of the. worlds blandiſh 
ments; for how can he love a LI Miſtreſſe that never faw but 
one beauty,and fill continues deeply inamoured on it ? | 
When Vertue came down from Heaven t ('as the Poets faign ) ric 
men ſpuriicd at her,' withed men abhorred her, Courtiers ſcoft at her 
Citizens hated her:and being thruff our of doors in every place; Ihe 
came at laſt to her ſiſters, poverty and aff{iF:0n:and ofthem tound e- 
trtainment, When it ceafed to be with Sarahafterthe manner of the 
wrrld,ſhe conceived zac; fo when it ceaſeth to be with us after 
the, manner 'of the Worlds Favourites 3 wwe' conceive holy deſires, quie 
weſs, 3rd tranquillity of minde, with ſuch like ſpiritual contentment; 
When no man would harbour that unthrift-ſou in the Goſpel z he 
turned back again to his Fatrher,but never before. When Sata is le 
I6oſe upon us to ſhew us- our fins, and the danger we are in 5 ther 
farewel profit, farewel planſure, treaſure, and nll , rather than 
will endyre ſuch a rack,ſuch a hell, in my, conſcience. ,.: 
Whereas, if, we ſhould only hear of miſery, or,r2ad what 35 threat- 
red in theword © though it might a little fright #5 5 it would nevet 
amend mw, Birds are jris ed at firſt, with the Husbandmans ſcare 
fcrows : but after a white, obferving that they ftir not; ate bold to 
{ upon them, and defile them, ©® 


Thus as harmonious ſounds are advanced by a filent darkneſs; (0 
are the glad ridings of ſalvation. The Goſpr! never {ſounds ſo ſweet, # 
In the night of perſecntion, or private afiifions: and no marve, 
for we never raft the 1anna from Heaven, until we leave the Jeavel 


» 
- = £41 = — om —_—_ 


_—_—— 
> - _—c—_———_—— —— 
— — —— — _ 


as —— _—- _-— 
— 


© a =. - G—_ 
= _—— —= = 


= 


——— 


Emu $— 
— 


——_— = 
_ 3 


a> 


Wh 
[i 
F 
% 6 
| 
' 


zo drive out Diſcoutent. The firſt Part, " a * 
; Now, better the body or eftage periſh, than the ſou/: though we 
are too ſenſual to conſent unto it, PIs Paſtor, in vulnere gregis ſui val- 
ratur. The loſe of a graceleſs' child, cannot but grieve the father, 
hough the father himſelf were in danger of miſchiof by that chil4: - 
Es David mourned for Abſolom,that would have cut his throat. True 
roſperity is hearty meat 3 but naught for a weak fomack; ſtrong wine, 
; Mbut naught for a weak brain:The proſperity of fools deſtroyeth them, Prov. 
F1. 32.So that all temporal bleſſings areas they hir ; but if the mind 
do not anſwer , they are better #1; the more any man hath, the 
morecauſe he hath to pray, Lord, lead us not into temptation ;. for we 
cannot ſo heartily think of our home above, whiles we are furniſhed 
with thele earthly contentmeuts below;but when God ſtrips us of them 
ſtraightways our minde is homeward, 
| C H A P, ds I I | 0 , SEM 
| Seas ,That vve may experimentally kao or ſelves&be knovyn 
of others ; vvhether vve be true Believers , or Hypocrites. 
F Firſt, our ſ@ves ; Divers play Alxander on the Stage, but few or 
none in the Field, Many can ſuffer Martyrdom in ' fpeculation, who, 
being put to it, cannot concolt a foul word, We are all valiant Soul- 
diers, till we come to fight ; excellent Philsſophers, till we come to 
diſpute ; good Chriſtians, till we come to maſter our own lufts: but, it, 
is oppoſition that gives the trial, when corr:ptions fight againſt the 
IF graces, and cauſe Argent to ſeeme more bright in a ſable Field, Ma- 
ny, while wealth laſts, are very honeft men and ſquare dealers, at leaſt 
ſeem ſo : yea,they will maintain that all hardweſs is to be endured, 
rather than Conſciesc: violated, or God offended ; but fall they into 
} poverty, and then that they may maintain themſelves; they will /ie, 
her 4:ceive,Ftea), proſtitute their Cha#ity, ſell their Conſciences, and what 
not, Even Hazael before he met with an opportunity,gcould ſay, 
2 oat ? #5 1hy ſervant adeg ? And Baalam could brag, Frough thou 
th 2014!dedt give me thine = full -& gote,! would nat, &c, Yet when it 
fre came to the trial,he did as'bad for lirtle or nothing : but, 4 man 
ion 7 7ndeed, what he tf in wall. | | | 
2 That others may know us.A Souldier is beſt: known.in the front 
10 *f a Bartel; A Pilot in a ſtorm : a nimble aFive man in.a Race;;and a 
Champion in the lifts, How well the ſtrings of an inframent are tuned 


. and ſet,is beſt known when they are 19xched by the hand of a skj[ful 
nil fit1an.There muſs be differences amongſt you, ({aithS, Paul) that tho 

= 2fproved may be known,1 Cor. 11-19. For,as Thraſhing ſeparates.the 
a fraw: and Winnowing; the chaff from the Corn: So perſecution ſe- 
0d Parates the Hypocrite from the company of believer s, Luk, 22. 31, 


When a ſerviugman follows two men walking together, we cannot 
tell which is his Adafter till they part : ſo when ne $0 and out- 
ward proſperity go together ; it is hard tq judge which is moſt re- 
ſpeed. Our Churches are full ( bleſſed be God: Jbut,come we not to 
pleaſe others, as the Poet made his Playes ? or, as Simon Magus Was 
Chriſtned for company?or,is it not more for fear of the Law, then for 
(ve of the Goſpel? It is a great queſtion, until perſecution ariſing, be- 
| | Y | d ' | Cane 


= © 4 Soveraign Antidoge 
Cauſe of the Word,puts it out x quieſton; but then is that cf Clandiu 
Taurinenſis more then verified, T hey worſhip the dead Saints in a coll 
profeſion,while they worry the living in a cruel perſecurion:ſo that if the 
Bramble had been the King of Trees; the Vine could not have met 
with worſe uſages  . 4%, I 

We all call our ſelves Chrifians? Why? it is an honourable thing tg 
be ſo accounted:but who are ſuch , is known only where the pow. 
ef of godlineſs is in contempt: Where(as S. Auguſtine ſpeaks)a Chriftian 
#1 name Will ſcoffat a Chriſtian indeed : for Chriſt, faith Nazianzen) 
is floned by many that are called Chriſtians, though no otherwiſe 
then the Heathen Images are called gods,as Fuſtin Martyr notes : or, as 
another hath it 3 many ſuperſtitiouſly adore the Cruciftx, that are 
enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. That child (ſaith old Simeon, meaning 
Chriſt ) is appointed for aign to be ſpoken againſt,that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be opened, Luk.2.34,35.0 how wicked men manifeſt 
their hatred'and enmity againſtGod and his peaple,{o ſoon as Perfecus 
Hon ariſeth,becaufe of the Word! Yea, it would put # wife man into 
an exrafie; to'think how prophane men in ſuch times will rail upon 
thoſe, whom one day they will viſh they had imitatedzas F uſt Mars, 
yr ſpeaks; The carnal Caperuaites folloved Chriſt while he fed them 
Foh.6.26, Pamachius an 'Heathen could ſay to the Pope, Make me 
& Biſhop, and I'le bea Chriſtian. Aygolandzs ( the better to make 
his peace with Charles the Great) would become a Chriſtian, and be 
baptized:But when he came to the Court,where he fay at a table in 
a room,thirty poor people, ( in mean habits,and at ordinary fare,) 
which the Emperouy told him «cre the ſervants. of Godzhe replyed, 
[That if Ged kept his ſervants ſo: poorly,he «ould be none af his; 
ſervant. Fudas can be content to. bear 'the croſs, ſo he may bear the 
bag: but, Fp5 will truſt in God,though he kill him, Fob r3.15. and 
Dwvo{d ith the deepelt diſtreſs or deſertion,will haug en fill ,Þſ1l.43.5, 
Now,who will not ſay,Give me the. Bird that will ſing in Winter, 
and ſeek-to my window in the hardeſt froſt ? 1 


There is no trial of friendſhip hut in adverſity: he thatis not aſha* 
med of my bonds; tiot-daunted n ithi'my checks, not alienated with my 
diſerace;'is a' friend for me: one dram of that mans love is worth a 
world of znconflant formality: But, that jriend is falſe-hearted, who 
obſerves me only for his own ends like thoſe the: Phi/aſopher ſpeaks 
of, ho were not his friends, but friends to þi5 wealth: or like him in 
Clemens ,not his but his riches k inſman.For t heſewaſps that mak ſuch 
AMufick about the Gally-pot,ſhew, it;iwas but the Honey they came for, 
And ever the moſt hoggiſh Gadarexs will worſhip Chriſt, during the 
ſpring-rides of Gods favours: not 'when they enjoy the light of his 
founterance, but when his fe ps drop-fatueſs, and. their Cory and 
Hine incteaſeth.” © F224 oe LE re rr a I CY 
An Hypocriteli ke a freſh-water-ſott/dier, may be Sea fack in a calm: 
bur,the frucere Chriftians ſiomatch endures all weathers, greaFchanges 
never chaufre him; Neither the Kings favours,0f bonours,nus the Ein 
67% &ou,could maks Naniciiiic ope drain gf his iategrity.Neither the, 
"OO OP EO ITY | 1repoflerg 
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to drive out Diſcontevt. The firſt Part. $6 
prepoſierous affeftion of the Lycaonians,when they »ould deifie Pau 


und Barnabas: nor their devillsſh rage, +hen they went about to fore 
them;could procure either to yeild one hairs breadrh : & ſo ofall the 
act | Martyrs ( that noble Army) whom neither the rhreatuings of fire,nor 
© Mthe fair and large promiſes of their cunning and cruel adverſaries $ 
 tofl could cauſe them to ſhrink from Chriff. Perſecution 15 the ſword 
w. ſwherby ourSolomon will try which is the true natural mother, « hich 
jan if the pretended. Aﬀli tions are the waters where our Gideos » il] try whe- 
») | ther we are fit Sou/diers to fight the battel of Faixrh, A faithful Wife 
iſe (ſaid Bradford ) is never tried ſo to be, until the be aſſaulted; nor a 
, as faithfulChriftian ſo approved,till proved by affl:(ion, Peace & proſper j+ 
are ty hides many a falſe heart,as the Snow-drift covers an heap ofdung : 
ing butwhen ali 9r7oz like Simeons ſword, pierceth through the ſoul 3 
5 of then thethoughtsof many hearts arediſcovered:then jt appears plainly, 
feſt @ that the love of Gods children was not meretricious, nor their obedience 
mercenary. Behold, ( ſaith the Angel to the Church of Smyr na ) it ſhall 
come to paſs that theDevil ſhall caſt ſome of you 118t0 priſon,that you may 
be tried, Rev.2.10.Strohg drink trieth the brain,and hard meat the 
MWomach. Gold and Silver are tried in the fire :' men, in the furnace of 
f adverſity. 4s the furnace proveth the Potters Veſſel 3 ſo do temptations 
ry mens thoughts,Ecclus. 27.5. x 
ke None but a regenerate heart can chuſe rather to ſufſer afflid;as with 
be fiithe people of God, then to enjoy the pleaſreres of ſin, Nothing iz more 
in ſaſie then to rruft God, when our Barnes and Coffers are fullz And to 
e,) {Way,give ws our daily bread ,v hen we have It in our Cupbords:But,w hen 
ed, re have nothing, when we know not how, nor whence,to get any 
his MWhing; then to depend upen an iuviſeble bounty; This is a rue and 
che Wnoble act of faith, - bs 
nd Again, How excellently wasFobs fancerity made known bySatansma- 
+5. MWice,when he brought forth thoſeAngelical words! What? bal we receive 
er, Word at the hand of God,and not recerve evil? Job 2, 10. When he ſtood 
 Wikea Centre unmoved, while the circumference of his =_ was 
14 Mira vn above, bexeath,abaut him, when in proſperity 3 he could ſay, If 
ny Why morth hath kiff my hand : and in adverſity; The Lord giveth, aud # 
1a Word. taketh, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord ; he was not fo like the 
ho icked as they are like Dags, that follo» the mear, not the man: 
ks MWThe threeChildren walked up and do vn in the fiery flames praiſtng God: 
1n FAnd a Blade well tried deſexvesa triple price. How did the Church of 
ch erg arms approve her (clf ! Yea, how was ſhe approved of God which 
or, Wath the ſword with rao edges; when ſhe heldbut in her works, even 
he {here Satax d »elt and kept his Throne! I know thy works(ſaithGod) 
hs nd that thou keepef my Name,and haſt not denied my faith,even in thoſe 
nd Wajes when Antipas my faithful Martyr was ſlain among you ywhere Sa- 
' (#1 duwelleth ; yea, where his Throne t, and where [ome maintain the Do- 
frine of Balaam and (he Nicolaitans, and teach that men ought to eat 
bings ſacrificed to Idols,and to commit foruication,05c, Rev.2. 13,14. 
But,how can I lay dozun my life for Chrift,when I cannot for his (ake 
Juetly digeſt a {ps reproachful fpeeches?he vvill ſcarce bear blows for 


'24 A Sovnaign' Antidote 
himzthat will not quietly put up,and digeſt ill words.Yea wicked me 
grow worſe after afflif&ion, as water grows more cold after an hear. If 
erofſes or lsfſes raſh in upon them; they fall to the language of Fob, 
wife, Curſe God and die t or to that of the King of 1ſraels meſſenger, 
Why ſhould I ſerve God any longer? 2 Kings 6. 33- 
| CHAP. I X- 
6 Yxthly, The Lord by this evil of Chaſtiſment for ſins paft;prevent- 
eth the e»:ls of n,and greater puniſhments tor the time to come, 
Tie Lord (ſaith Elihu) correfteth man, that he might turn away from hi 
enteyprize, and that he might keep back, hu ſoul from the pit, and that hy 
life ſhould not periſh by the ſword.Job 33.17,18.This ſault doth not only 
preſerve from corruption z but alſo eat out corrupriow. We are chaſiened 
of the Lerd, (ſaith the Holy Ghoſt) that we might nor be condemned with 
ie 29rd, x Cor. 11. 32. If we be not chaſtened here ; ve ſhall be con- 
demned hereafter : Erring fouls be corre&ed that they may be con. 
verted: not,confounded.l Paul nad not been buffeted by Satan anc 
wicked men; he had been exalted out of meaſure,2 Cor.12. 7. Pri 
_is ſo dangerous a Poiſon ,that of another poiton there was confecteq 
a counteypoifon to preſerve him from it: God would rather fuffer this 
choſen Veſſe! to fall into ſome infirmity,then to be proud of his ſing 
Jar priviledges.Left I ſhould be exalted above meaſuregthrough the abun. 
dance of Revelations;(there was the poiſon of Pride infinuating it felt) 
T had'a thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to bufſet me;There wa 
the connterpoiſon Or antidote which did at once make him both ſic 
and whole. Bodily ſickneſs (faith S. Gregory ) cleanſeth away fins con 
mitted and curbeth and hindreth thole,that in health might have bin 
committed. The fleſh indeed is nouriſhed by ſoftneſ,but the ſpirit by 
hardnet; that is fed by delights aud pleaſures; thus groweth by bieterneſs 
For, ..is it not commonly ſeen, that the pleaſures of the body are the 
poiſons of the ſoule ? heap riches and honours upon an evil man:yol 
do but miniſter-wixe to him that hath a Feaver,ſaith Ariſtotle: Hom 
to one oppreſſed with choler:anl meat; toone troubled with morb 
Cephaliacw,which, increaſeth the diſeaſe , faith Plutarch.. For a 
Noah was drunk with his own wine ; ſo the ciip of proſperitie hath 
intoxicated many a foul:and God hath no worſe ſervants in ourLaud, 
then they that can live of their Londs, and care for nothing elſe. 
'- Commonly, where is no want, is much wantouneſs. And as we 
grow rich in temporals, we grow poor in ſptrizual;, Nahal cannot 4 
bound, but he muſt ſurfet:Tertul/us cannot be eloquent, but he mu 
turn theedee of his wif againſt the Gofpel.Many cannot have beauty 
but they muſt love their faces more then their ſouls. We uſe Ga 
bleſſings,asFehu did Fehorams meſſengers : David, Goliahs ſword : Wo 
turn them againſt their owner and giver : and fight againſt Heaw 
with that health,wealth,wit,thoſe friends,means,mercies that we 16 
ccived thence:abuſing peace,to ſecurtty:plenty,to eaſe: ; promiſes ; to 
preſumption: gilts, to pride:for commonly,ſo much the more proud zidlt 
ſecure.wvamton ,ſcornful,impenitemt;by how much the more we are enrid- 
ed, advanced, and bleſſed. And it is juſt with God to make us knoy 
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The enjoyment of the Worlds peace might add to my content;but,it 
will endanger my ſoul: how oft doth the recovery of rhe body,fate, 
or name,occaſion a Relapſe in the ſow? Turn but the Candle,and,that 
rf which keeps me in,puts me out.The younger brother [ſhall not have 
dlt his portron, left he run Riot. All the life of Solomon was full of pro- 
erizy, & therefore we finde,that Solomon did much forget God;but 
nt-W the whole life of Dzvid had many exemies,8& much adverſity : and 
mel therefore we ſee by his penitential Pſalms,and others,that David did 
buf auch remember God : And indeed if God did not often viſit us we 
* 4 ſhould ſerve him as the women of Tartary do their hushands : whormar- 
nly ry,if they be abſent but raventy days. But the fire of correfFion.cats out 
nl the ru? of corruption. And as Vineger with its ſharpneſs keeps flowers 
vil from correpting:{o their malice keeps our ſorls from feftring. Bees are, 
one irowurd in Honey,but live in Vineger. Now if [wweetmeats breed furfers 
on it is good ſomtimes to taſte of b:trer:it is good to wnlade ſomwhar 
and when the ſhip is in danger by too liberata ballaft. God ſuffered $4- 
ride ;.2s 11 ſpoil Job of his ſulſtance,rob him of his Childrew,puniſh him in his 
tec body,yet,mark but the ſequel well;8& you ſhall find, that he was croft, 
thi.s ith a bleſſing. As the Phyſician in making of Treaele or Methridate 
SUE for his Patient,uſeth Serpents, Addeys,& ſuch like poiſon, thathe may 
«Fj drive out one poifon with another; Even ſo our ſpiritual Phyfitian is 
ell) pleaſed to uſe the malice of Satan,and wicked men,when he tempereth 
Wall us the: © cup of affliftion, that hereby he may expel one evil with 
Ul another; Yea,rtwo evils with oneznamely,the evil of fin, and the evil 
of puniſhment ; and that both temporal and eternal. | 
W' 7oſeph was therefore abaſed in the dungeon that his advancement 
t bY might be the greater. It is true; iri our thoughts we often ſpeak for the 
Ac, as Abraham did for 1hmael,0 thatIſhmasl might live in thy fight? 
the No, God takes away Iſhmael 8&gjves! ſaak:he withdraws the pleaſure of 
YU the fleſh; gives delight to the ſoul: croſſing us in our wils,that he may 
2" advance our benefe his it fared with Manaſſes, whoſe Chain was more 
bu profitable to him than his Crown. The mas ſick of a burning Feaver 
£0 cries to his Phy/ictans for dxinkzhe pities him,but does not ſarisfie him: 
he gives him proper Phyſich,but not drink. A man is fick of a Plew- 
196 riſe; the Phyſitian lets him blood, he is content with it; the aym (half 
* Wſmart to cEale the heare,The covetos man hath a pleuriſze of riches:God 
"i lets him blood bypoverty: let him be patient; it is a courſe to ſave his 
© ſoul. Not ſeldome will Phyſicians fop a lack with a purge : they will 
bleed a patient in the Arme;to ſtop a worſs bleeding at Noſe. Again, fr: 
ſome Patients they will procure a gentle Ague that they may cure 
7 Wfhem of a more dangerous drſeaſe.Even ſo deals God with «he often 
mugen the worfer pars of man ( ſaith S. Hierome, ) That is, the 
ody,ſtate,or ame; that the better part,(to wit)the ſoul,may be ſaved 
in the day of judgement.Neither are chatiſements any whit leſſe ne- 
ceſſary for the ſox! , then medicines are for the body : many a man had 
been undone by proſperityzif they had not been undove byad verſity; they 
had periſhed im their ſonls if they had not periſhed in their bodies, 
"lf Eſtates, or good names, It is probable, Naamans ſoul had never beep 
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cleanſed; if his body had not been O——_ his leproms fleſb brough 


| h 
him to a white and clean fpirit:and though affli4ion be hard of digefti- il / 
ox to the vatural man; yet the ſheep of Chrift know; that to feed u pony 7 
j: 
V 
Y 
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| this ſalt Marſp; is the only preſervative againſt the Ror, 


Now who would not be willing to bleed, when by that means an 
inveterate ſickneſi may be prevented ? Yea, it is a happy blood-letting 
which ſaves the life : which makes S. Auſtine ſay unto God; Let my 
body be crucified, or burnt,or do with it what thou wilt; ſo thou ſaveſſ1 
my ſoul. And another:let me ſwim a River of boiling brimſtone;ts livelff a 
eteranty happy,rather then dwell in a Paradiſe of pleaſure;to bedamued 
after death. CHAP. XF. al 

Eventhly, that we may have an humble conceit of our ſelves, & F 

wholly depend upon God. We received the ſentence of death iu our|ff to 
ſelves ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) beecanſ we ſhould not truſt iw our ſelves, butl tc 
in God, who raiſeth us up from the dead, 2 Cor. 1. 9, When Babes are ſo 
afraid ; they caſt themſelves into the armes and boſome of their Mol n 
thers. A Hen leading her chickens into the Sun ; they fall a playing m 
with the duft;ſhe may cluck, them to her long enough,they will nar h 
come : But when they ſee the Kite, then they come without calling :|i 
aud (0 it fares with Gods children, till afliFions come, The Prodigal i 01 
never thought of his Father, tillhe wanted hwsks 2 The hemorrhorſſe 
never made out to Chriſt, till all her money was gone. The 4v;ddow ll ſz 
that is left alone truſteth in God,{aith.the Apoſtle, 1T:m.5.5.who while 01 
the had a n husband, lean:d too much upon him.The = man de-Mm 
pends not upon the relief of ethzrs, until he findes nothing at home, iſ 41 
Till our meaus is ſpent ,we are apt to truſt in uncertain-riches 3 but af- fo 
ter,in the Name of the Lord,Zeph. 3, 12..4/a bore himſelf bold upon 
his forces, as being fiv? hundred and four ſcore thouſand ſtrong : till he MW Hi 
was over-matcht with an Army of a thapſand thouſand Ethiopians; ba 
this.made him cry, Help #45 0OLord our God _ we reſt ou thee, 2Chr.14. th 
Ged croſſes many times our liklieſt projetts, and makes the finews of iſ pr 
the arme of fleſh to crack ;that being unbottomed of the creatures wei wv 
may truſt in the living God,who giveth us richly all things:to enjoy, M » 
1 Tim, 5.17. I thought in my proſperity ( ſaith David) I ſhall never be if of 
moved : but thou did'ft hide thy face,and I was troubled, Then turned If in 
wwto thee Fc, Plal39.6,7,8, It .is high tim: to humble them,that do 
net finde themſelves tv ſtand in need of God, | ſp 
; When a fuborn Delinquent, being committed, was no whit mallified I fi; 
with his durance,but grew more perverſe then he was before; one i w 
of the Senators ſaid to the reſt, Let us forget him a while, and then IN ex 
he will remember himſelf ; Loving Spaniels, the more they. are beaten; ſ an 
the more tratable,and gentle do they appear, and apply ifhemſelves WW co 
more diligently. to..their Mafters call, Who ſo nouritheth his ſervant I ſet 
dainty from his Child-hood ; ſhall aſter finde him ſtubborn. In til 
profperity we are apt to think our ſelves men good enough,we lee nof 
our eea of God: but let him ſend the Croſs z it confutes us preſently, 
end ſhews us our wothinrneſ?, Even S, Paul was ſick of this diſeaſe; 
be began to be pſt #puntillthe Adeſſenger of Satrawas ſent to rake WM 
Rr EE rn en einen ———ormntinm—— — x | 111 
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kim down, 2 Cor. 12.7, And. Peter, Matth.26. 33. Theugh all met? 
ſhould forſake thee; yet I will never forſake thee; bravely promiſed : but 
Peter the [ame night, [ware I know not the man; cowardly anſwered, It 
js one thing to ſuffer in ſpeculation,and another in pra@ice, It is a 
an © wonder to ſee;how the beſt meymay be miſtaken in their own poxwer 5: 
ing} When ourSaviozwr propounds to F ames8 Fohn,Are ye able to drink 


gh 
fi 


avell 1 ſhall bebaptized with ? Out of an eager deſire of the honour, th 
lineſf are apt to undertake the condition: &anſwer accordingly,IWe are able, 
ned] Math. 20. 22. But, alas poor men no thanks to them:that they were 
able to run away,(as they did)when their afer was apprehended. 
, &||| For, God muſt give us his dayly bread to feed ws, and his daily breath 
our to quicken #5, or we quickly periſh: yet how common is it tor men 
to Tran and crack of whawthey can do,which occaſionsGod to ſend 
are fome Afli#i0, which ſhall mar them know, that all their wworthi- 
Jo. neſt is in a capable miſery : which he can ſoon do : for let him but 
ng make our Parſes light, our hearts will ſoon grow heavy; at leaſt, let 
varfÞ him with that deprive us of his other 51s/ſt»gs, we become as duſt, 
1g : coagulated, and kneaded into Earth by tears, And cettainly, if God 
7al © own ſuch a man, he will quicke» his fight with this Coprss. 
ſe | So that we cannot put too much truſt in him, not too /ittle in our 
ow il ſelves. O God, let me ever be hamþly dejeRed in the ſenſe of mine 
ile own inſufficiency : let me give all the glory to thee, and take nothing to 
le-W my ſelf, but my infirmittes ; leſt it fare with me, as it did with that 
ne, il Armenian, Tigranes by name,who being encamped upon a Hill, with 
af- WW four handred thouſand men,and diſcovering the Army of theRomans, 
on I being not above fourteen #houſand, anarching towards him: made 
he © himſelf merry with it, ſaying, Yonder men are too many for an 4m- 
#5; baſſage,and too few for a Fight : when,before the S#n-ſet, he found 
4. them enough to give him te chaſe, with infinite ſlaughter. And 
ol i pride ſeldome ſpeeds better : eſpecially if Hezekiabs heart be lift up, God 
we i 70ill pail him down again: the beft mindes troubled yield znconfiderate 
07, i motions : as water violently ſtirred ſends up bubles ; fo the vanities of 
be of our hearts, and our moſt ſecret and hidden corruptions ( as dregs 
dal ina glaſſe) ſhew themſelves when ſhaken by an injwry, , thoug 
do i they lay hid before. And fo the pride of man s beaten down, as Fob 
ſpeaks, Fob 33.17. The ſharp water of affliFiow quickens our ſpiritual 
cd WI ſight, So proud are we by natare, that before we come to the trial. 
ne wethink that we can repel the ſtrongeſt aſſault,and overcome all 
cn i exemie; by our own power; but when we feel our ſelves vanquiſhed 
en; WF and fozled by every ſmall remptation, we learn to have a more humble 
ves WF conceit of our own ability,and to depend wholly on the Lord : as 13 
21 Wl ſet down, Deut 8. 2. & 13.3. to the end. We eſteem our Inches, Flls; 
in till, by trial of evils, we finde the contrary : but then aſas,how full of 
10t WF feebleneſs is onr body : and our mind of impatience? If but a Bee ſting, 
our fleſh, it ſwels : and if but a roath ake; the Head and Heart com- 
lain. How ſmall trifles make us weary of our ſelves ? What can 92 
9 withant thee 2 Without 1hce What can we ſuffer ? It thou be not 
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of the cupthat Iſhall drink of? and to be baptized with the Baptiſm that | 
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O Lord) ſtrong in our weakneſs32ve cannot be ſo much as weak ; 
BOS ſo pars . po A EE. of glory,is the or: gar 
mest that even good men! lay aſide: Prideis the inmoſt coat which we 
put on firſt, and which we put off laſt;3but ſore afflifion will make us 
g1ve allto him,of whom whatſoever we have,wehold. And we can/ſhna 
notaſcribe roo little to our ſelves,nor too much to him,towhom we owelll 
more than we can aſcribe, CHAP. XI, 0 
tghthly , Our ſufferings make us reachable , and increaſe in w 
ſpiritual Wiſdom. He delivereth the poor in their affliftiow , ant 
openeth their ear 111 trouble, Job. 36. 15. And again, He openeth 1 
ears of men , even Uy their correfions, Job. 33. 16. We are beeft in- 
fruftted, when we are = afflifed. Paul's blindneſs took away his 
blindneſs, and made him fee more into the way of life , than could 
all his learning at the feet of Gamaliel, And what ſaith Neamas 
upon the cleanſing of his Leprofie ? Not I know there is no God in 
all the Earth, but in Iſrael. O happy Syrian! that was at once cure 
of his Leproſie, and his xa of Ged, The predigal ſou regarded 
not his Father's admonition, {0 long as he enjoyed proſperity : when 
we ſmart not ,, we believe nos : and God is not feared ; till fel , but 
that which makes the body ſmart, makes the ſoul wiſe. It # god 
for me ( ſaith David ) that T have been afflitted : that 7 may lears th 
Statutes. We grow wiſe by evils, whereas proſperity beſots us. Eve 
ro loſe, is ſome ways profitable 3* it makes a man wary. Yea, $. Baſil 
calls want and pewury, the inventer of all Arts : And S. Auguſtin 
the Adifireſs of all Philoſophy. The be wiſdom 15 deareſt bought ! 
Algerizs the Martyr could ſay out of experience, he found more 
light in the d#»geon, then without in all the world, _, 

The Scottiſh King, prifoner'in Mortimer's hole , learnt more of 
Chriſt, than in his Palace he could all his life. Gaſper Olevianm, a 
German Divine,ſfays, I never lJearne@how great God was,nor what 
the evil of fin was, to purpoſe; till this ſickneſs taught me. £Expe- 
riexce is the beſt Informer, which makes Martin Luther ſay, When 
all is done : tribulation is the plaineſ# and moſt ſincere Divieity, iſ u 
And another , moſt emphatically ( ſhewing that knowledge is inill © 
many reſpe&s cumulative, as well as original; like water, that be- 
ſides his own ſpreng-head , is fed with other ſprings and freams )Ml v 
That, Prayer , Reading , Meditation , and Temptations; make 3 th 
Divine, There is a great deal of difference, ſaith Lutber, berweenl g 
a Divine in outward pomp and a Divine under the croſs : nei: i 1 
thex could he underſtand ſome Pſalms, till he was in affliow : thei fi 
Chrifts-croſs is no letter, yet it taught him more learning then al 
all the /errers in the row. The croſs opens mens eyes ; as the 'taſting I b. 
of honey did Fonathay's, Yea, . what will not afflitisn teach will ſc 
when even 'the ſavage Beaſts are made quiet and docible with I f 
ebating their food, and re, or by adding of ſtripes 2 E 

We hear, and read much, of the Corruption of our nataures, odiouſ- v 
eſs Cf our ſins , aeceſſity of a Saviour, (weetneſs of Gods love 19 

Chiift Tc, but we never fully apprehend theſe things, or taſt how 
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ro drive cut 'Diſcontent. The. firſt Part 29 
od the Lord?is , txll ſome ſkarp affii#5n comes. A man knows not 
where his hon ſe is ill covered till Winter. Croſſes are ike piuching Eroffs 
hat will ſearch us : we learn to know our ſelves by that we ſuffer. 

Yea, Aflition ſo brings down our Homacks, that we can ſee even 
natter of thank fulneſs,where our former pride found matter of com- 
plaining. And that which formerly had no more taſt than the white 
fan Egg (v12.the glad ridings of the Goſpel)is now ſuch a ſpeitacle of 
nſpeakable Mercy, as raviſheth our ſonls with admiration, 

Many a good word iscven ſpilt upon us, till Ged ſets it on with 
his Rod. Naomi will not look heme-wward, nor we Heaven-ward till 
7n-Mthe 4lmighty have dealt very bitterly with us.Zippora falls preſently 
to circumcizing her ſon, when ſhe ſees her husbands life lies upon it. 

Were it not for remprations we ſhould be concealed from our ſelves; 
nay like the inchanted Aſs in Lucian which turned to his proper ſhape a- 
| ivflgain when he ſaw himſelf tw a Looking glaſs. So long as we proſper 
ered like thoſe 2wives in Feremy Chap. 44+17,18. we judg of things by their 
ded} event, and raiſe our confidence according to the fn__ we have: and 
zen {o bleſs our ſelves, without being bleff of God ; like the Thief that ap- 
but p/avuded himſelf for merciful, becauſe he had never kill'd anyz and 
roof yet rather than loſe a Ring,he would cut. off the Treavellers finger;but 

tl #rong affet:onswill give credit to weak reaſons,O how blind& parti- 
venſſfl al are we,before afiition hath humbled us!even ſoF#wpid,thatNarciſ- 
af ſu5-like,we are ezamouredof our own ſhaddows:bragging,wediſcharge 
ine a good conſcience, when indeed we diſcharge it quite away : and this 
bt i righteoſneſsin opinion,is almoſt the only cauſe of allunrighteonſneſs. 
ore! Before want came,poverty was more comtemprible than diſhoneſty: 

but now, it is diſgracfzl to none except Fools and Knaves. Then we 

of could cenſwre things indifferent ,& paſs by haiuous crimes; now we are 
» af able to diſtinguiih them,Glo jzxdg righteous judgment.Before trouble, 
hat came,we were either ungrounded in the principles of Religion, or uh- 
pe conſcionatle in the praftice and by vertue of our mother-avit,could poſt 
1enſſl and paſs fr from our ſelves, unto ſome other;as Adam laid the faulr 
ity. upon Eve his wife, the upon the Serpenr,and the Serpent upon God : 

0 or excuſe and extenwuare it : which (ſaith Fabics) is to domble it, 
be- As for Original corruption, that never troubled us, which now 
15 il we bewail as the Mother,ar.d Nurſe of all the reſt ; thinking it wor- 
e al thy our ſighs, yea, of our tears; and not without need : it being the 
en great wheel in» the Clock, that ſets all the wheels a moving, while ic 
ci: i {cemes to move flowef, Though not one of a byndred taketh it ſut- 
the ficiently to heart:as nor ſeeing the evil of it.But never did any trul» 
cn and orderly repent that began not here:eſteeming it the moſt foul, and 
ing hateful of all, as David Pſal. 51.58&.Panl crying out of it,as the mot 

wil ſecret ,deceirful poverful evil, Rom.7. 23,24. And fndeed,if we cle:11; 
ith I ſaw the foulneſs, and, deceitiulneſs of it, we would not ſuffer ov: 
eyes to ſleep nor our eye-lids tu flumber,until a happy change ha4 
wrought theſe herris of ours, (which by #atzre are no better than fc 
mnyS ties of uncleanDevils) to be habitations for the God. of F aco/. 
| Zefore, too mach devotion vias made an argument Of roo!/:;cle 21{- 
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cretion:and miſchief called vertuezwhen it was happy,iti the ſuccef 
Before, we thought drinking and jovial company, the beft receipt tr 
drive away ſadneſs: but now, nothing like living ave/,as an? Heath 
hath confeſt. Once we thought Earth, Heaven; but now, we appre- 
hend the World,and gloty thereof to be ( like a beautiful Harlot ); 
Paradiſe to the eve, a Purgatory t0 the ſoul, -; 
Yea, he that before was indifferent in nothing but conſcience, and 
no cauſe ſo bad, but he would undertake it for gain, or glory, an 
think it well done : Apt we wefe to meaſure our own good by an 
others wax of it,and to ſcoff at others. infirmittes ; but now, other 
mens fs ſhall rather be the ſubje&s of ovur grief,than of our diſcourſe 
Before fear of the law , ſhame of men, and ſuch like baſe ends bare 
the greateſt ſway with us : yea, to pleaſe men,we would be like cer 
tain Pi&Fures, that repreſent to divers beholders, at divers #atzons, 
divers formes: but now it is enough to regulate our thoughty 
words and ations, that God ſeeth : and indeed, where are brains 
there needs no more, Even ſuch a man I 4 now, hath his eye 
opened to diſcern good and evil, when God ſpeaks, and when Sa 
zan ; for Gods cha#tiſments are pils made on purpoſe, to clear the fight 
and vertze if it be clearly ſeen,moves great love and affettron as Plat 
ſpeaks. Yea, when to our coſt, we can ( Adam-like) ſee good from evil © 
clearly; the ſubtle Serpent can decetve no longer : whereas before, we 
were eaſily deceived,,and led away with the multitude, into inn- 
merable errors. Yea, it the fiſh did know of the hook, or tbe bird di 
but ſee the zet,though they have but the underſtanding of f:ſhes,and 
birds;yet they would let the bait alone, fly over the wer, and let the 
Fowler whiftle to himſelf. | 
Thus Gods correfions,are our infruftions;his laſhes,our leſſons : hi 
ſcourges, our | choolmaſters:hischa#t1 [ments,0uradvertiſments. And com 
monly the ſol wax:th as the body waineth, and is wiſe? to preſcribe, 
when the bones and. inewwes are weakeſt to execute, 
So you have eleven Reaſons there are five more in theOriginal that” 
{hould follow. but I am confined to two ſheers. Again, The ſweeteſt off B 
Houey lieth in the bottom,1 paſs therefore from the Reaſous why,Godſſ * 
to aflifts his Children, to the Reaſons why they bare all manner 0 
afflittions ſo patiently. And after to rhe third part whichis the Cream 
or Flower of all: Namely ſach other grounds ofComforrt as the «vork 
holds out to thoſe that fo ſuffer, which may ravith any ſox in hi 
greateſt exigents,as they did the Martyrs in the midft of the flames. 
An end of the Fir{t part, the Second and Third follow : Though 
1 rather intreate the Reader, ( for his eternal good ) fertoufly ts 
p=rufe theſe three Books : 
ASAINT IN DEED, ate 
AGOSPEL GLASSE, for Engliſh Profeſſors. Þ: 
The woice of one crying in A Wilderneſs ( 1 mean the FormetY- ;þ 
half of it, that hath for its running Tittle. 4 welcome to te Plague :) 
For were I admitted but four Books, and prohibited all other; 
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4 DISCONTENT 

8 Un all that any way ſuffer Afflidion:; 


alſo the Benefit of Afflition ; and how to Hul= 
band it ſo, that the weakeſt Chriſtian ( with bleſſing 
from above) may beable to ſupport himſelf in 
his moſt miſerableexigents.” 


Together with the Wit, Generoſity, Magnanimity 
' and Invincible ſtrength of a patient Chriſtian Rightly 
ſo ftiled; and as is herein CharaReriſed 


traded out of the choiſeſt Authors, Ancient 
| and Modern, both Holy and Humana, Neceſſary to be 
read of all that any way ſuffer Tribulation, 


The Second Part. 
ByR. Younge, of Roxwell in Eſſex, Florileg ws; 


— 


ram Licenſed and Entered according to Order. 
ol 211 rhat will ive godly in Chriſt Feſms, ſhall © 


mes} - ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim, 3. 12, 
oug ES conn - CERES 
T9 LONDON, 


nted for the Author and are to b* ſold at his Houſe nea: 
he 7:ud-maills, next dore to the three Colts : with more 
tharsforty other pieces, by the ſame Auchor, #668; 
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PART... IT. 
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CHAF. L 


AJ NN the former part I haye Shewen the ſeyeral Reaſons, = 
2 God ſuffers the beſt of his Children. to be afflicted ; wit 
NY the manifold benefits and advantages they make thereof. 
' Now that fone may be perſwaded to make this ſe of their 
>= ſufferings , and that we. may alſo put to ſilence the ignorance 
of others ; ( fooliſh men who are miſtaken in judging of this matter, ſuppo« 
ſing it a baſe thing to ſuffer injurics unrevenged ) ſee the Reaſons which 
delervedly make Gods children ſo patiently to ſufter — that the mew 
of the world never dream of : And how, through the ſtudy of vertmeand 
Chriſtian prudence, they make the ſeryile paſiions of their mindes ( fear and 


anger ) ſubje&to the more worthy facu!t:s of their ſouls, reaſon and wne, i 


derſlandinge The rcaſons thereof are theſe. | 

it. Becauſc it is more generous and laudable to forgive, than revenge- 
Certainly, in taking revenge, a man is but even with his enemy ; but, in 
paſſing it over, he is ſuperiour to him: for itis a Princes part to pardon z 
yea, quoth Alcxander, there can be nothing more nob/e,than to do wellts 
thoſe that deſerve ;/!. And St, Gregory, It 1s more honor to ſuffer injuries 
by felence,than to overcome them by anſwering again.Princes ule not to chide 
when Zmbaſiadours haye offered them undecencies,but deny them audience 
as if filence were the way royal! to corre a wrong, And certainly, he en 
joyes a braye compoſedneſſez that ſeats himſclt above _—_— of the in- 
jurious claw : Like the Emperour Auguſtus, who though of a moſt tena< 
cious and yetentive memory» would forget wrongs, as ſoon as they were 
offered: Or Agathecles, Antigonus,and Ceſzr,who being great Porentatess 
were as little moyed at ws/gar wrongs, as a Lyon at the barking of Curres x 


yea, the Orator gives itas a high praiſe to Ceſar, that he could forges ng 
thing but wrongs, remember nothing but benefits 3 and who fg truly noble 


as he that can doill,and will not} | 
, .Ttuc, Itis not rare to ſee a greefſuan yexhimielf atthe negledt of a 
$eaſant, but this argues # pooy Pin : A truc Zyon would peſt i; by, yith 
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- that the ſenews of wiſUome, are ſlowneſs of belief and diſtruſt. Secondly, 
' None more wiſe then Solomon, and he is of opinion, That it is the glory þ 4 

* man to paſs by an »ffence, Prov. 19.11. We fools think it ignominy and cows 
- erdiſe, tO put up the /ye without a ſub: a wrong, without a challenge : but. 
* Solomontto whoſe wiſdomeall wiſe menwill ſubſe 

' ment; and to this of Sylumon, the wiſcſt heathen have ſet their ſeal : Pit* 


' _ andallthercſt of the Philoſophers approyed of it, both by judgmens and 


an honourable ſtorn, You'l confeſſe then 'tis Princely to diſdain a wrong 
and is that all? No, forgiveneſs, ſaith Seneca, is a valiant kinde of revenge: prafii 
and none arc ſo frequent in pardoning as the COuraghons. He that is ma. 
deſtly valiant ſtirs not till he muſt needs, and then to purpoſe : Like the Iſl and 1 
Flint, he hath fire in him, but ir appears 20r, untill you force ie from him ; upon 
Who more valiant than Zofbuz ? and he held it the nobleſt vi&ory, roover- kind! 
come evil with good : for the Giveonites took not ſo much pains in coming ſſl ſoone 
zo deceive him; as he, in going to deliver them, And Cicero more cotm- fool cl 
mends Ceſar for overcoming his ewn courage in pardoning Marce/lns,than WW Eccle 
for the great viteries he had againſt his other enemies, Yeaza dominion ſome © 
over ones ſelfis greater thenthe Grand Signiory of Turkie, For as the grea= 

zeſt knowledge, is truly to know thy ſelf; lothe greateſt conqueſt, 13 to ſubdue ſl na:ur 
zhy ſelf. He isa wiſeman that can avo:4 aneyil, heisa patient man that WW God | 
can indure it, but he is a valient men that can congrer it, And indeed, far Wrubin: 
a man to overcome 41 entmy, and be overcome by his own paſiions, is tO con« 
quer a petty village with the loſſe of a large Ciry. What ſaith a Father? Mi- 
ſerable is that victory wherein thou overcomeſt thineenemy, and the Divel 
in the mean time overcomes thee : thou ſlayeſt his body, the Divel thy ſoul, 
Now we deem him to have the honour of the warre, that hath the profic of 
3z, Butas an Emperour ſaid of the means preſcribed him to care his Zepro« 
fee { which was the blood of 1nfants)l had rather be ſich ſtill, than be reco- 
vered by ſucha medicine : ſo wilt thou inthis caſe, if thou haſt cither 
bowels or brains. Yea, if the price Or honour of the conqueſt be rated by 
the difficulsy; then to ſuppreſſe angerin thy ſelf, is to conquer with Hercus 
tes, one of the Furies: To tame all paſiions,is ro lead Cerberus in chains: 
and to indure affi;Fions and perſecutions ſlrongly and patiently,iswith Nelas 
to bear the whole 19571d on thy ſhoulders as ſaith the Poer. . 

It is no ſhame to ſuffer il!, butto do it: tobe evil, weare all naturally 
diſpoſed : to be holy and good, is the difficu/ty, Yea,every beaſt and vermine Wi 
can ky!! : it is true prorefſe and honour to give life and preſerve jt, Yea 
beaſi being [narled at by a cur, will paſs by as ſtorningto rake notice there» 
of, I, bur 1s it wiſdome foto do ? Yes, firſt, the ancient received opinion is, 


ribe, was of another judg- 


zacrs the PhHoſopher holds, That, pardoz is better than revenge,inaſmuch, 
as the one is proper to the fpiris, the other ro a cruel beaſt, And Dems« 
ſchenes being reproached by one, anſwers, I will not ſtrive with thee in 
this kind of fight : in which he that is overcome is the better man. But 
how Socrates, whom the Oracleof Apollo pronounced the wiſeſt manalives 


praiſe 


IR > 
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prefiiſe ; weſhall have occaſion to relate in the reaſons inſuing, No tru-. 
ernote of a wiſeman than this; heſo /oves as it he wereto be an enemy, 
and ſo hates as if He were to /ove again. We knowa ſpark of fire falling 
upon a ſolid body, preſently goes out, which falling upon combuſtible matter 
- Wl kindles and burns : Now as with fire, the light ſtuff and rubbiſh kindles 
r Ml ſooner thanthe ſolid and more compat® 3 ſo, anger doth ſooner inflame 4 
- MW foo/ than a man compoſed in his reſolutions, This the Zoly Ghoſt witneſſeth 
1 Ecclef.7, Be not the of a haſty ſpiritto be angry ; forangerreſteth in the bo« 
2 if ſorne of fools, verl. 9. So much jury, ſo much folly : the more chafing, the 
- Wl eſſe viſaome. I confefle, I finde ſome wiſe men cxtreamly paſtionate by 
& WW n2:ure: as there is no generall rule but admits of ſome exceptions : Even 
t Bl God himſelf, had particular exceptions, frow his generall Laws: as the Che- 
t Erubimover the Ark, was an inſtance againſt the ſecond Commandment : the 
- W Iſraelites robbing the Figypriansagaintt the eight : the Prieſts breaking the 
Sabboth, Matth. 12. 5, againſt the fourth : and Phincas killing Zimry » 
againſt the ſx:h, Numb. 25.8. And theſe, as they are more a5 an with a 
199, fo they taſt a diſcontent more heavily : In whom Choler like fire in ſiub- 
ble is ſoon, kindled, and ſoon out : for they arc flung with a Nettle, and al- 
layed with a Duck: being like Gwun-powder, to which you no ſooner give 
re, but they fly in your face, And they ſay theſe hor men are the beſt na- 
zwr'd; bur 1 C:y; thenthe beſt are ought : And it is a ſtrange fie that 
transformes a wiſeman( with Fpuleius ) into an Aſie; yea, a Tyger, And 
others again, none of the wiſeſt, who are free from being affeied; And as 
hey never joy exceſſively, ſothey never ſorrow inordinazely; but have to- 
vether /eſie mirth and leſſemourning3 like patient Gameſters, winning and 
ofing, are all one, But forthe moſt part; it is otherwiſe, Yea, impatience 
the Couſen-germanto frengie. How oft have we heard me that have been 
liſpleaſed with others, tear the Name of their Maker in pieces ? 
Andlaſtly, This of all others is the moſt divine and Chriſtian-like re+ 


c- Fenge; witneſle our Saviour Chriſt, who by death, overcame death (as Dq- 
iS, vid cut off the head of Goliah, with his own frord) and eyen then rryun« 
ly» {hed over his enemies, when moſt they ſeemed to 1ryumph over biz,Col.2. 
/ «Ws. And the Martyrs, who are ſaid by the Holy Ghoſt, to overcome the 
Ws 


reat Dregon that old Serpent called the Divell and Satan, in that they lo- 


ut Fed not their /zver unto the death, Rey, 12, 11. Theirconguering was by 
ig Wings not by kzlling : and, can the back of Charity now bear no load ? are - 


he ſenews of Love grown ſo feeble? And holy David, who when he hid 
W#/ at his mercy, inſtead of curring off his head, as his ſeryants perlwaded 
Im, only cz off che lap of his garmne:, andafter thought that too much al- - 
0. Andatanother time, when the Lord had cloſcd him into his hands, 


uts Winding. him aſ{cep in the Fort, inſtead of taking away his life, as Abiſhai 
Yes FWounſclled him, he rok away his Spear, and inſtead of raking away bis 
nd F/cod from bis heart, he takes a pot of water from bus head. That this Find of 


evenge for a man to find his exemy at an advantage, and let him depart 
(ec, is generous nd noble, beyondihe capacity of an ordinary man : you 
A 3 way. 


* 
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may hear Saul himſelf confeſle, 1 Sam. 24.17,toz3. Again,when the Kg 
of Syriaſent a mighty Hoſt to take Eliſha, and the Lord had [more them all: 
with blindneſs, and ſhut them into Samaria ; what doth the Prophet 2 ſlay 
them? No: indeed the King of 1ſrae/ would fain haye had it ſo, his 
fingers ixche to be doing : but Eliſha commanded bread and water to be; 
fer before them, that they _ ear and drink, , and gotO) their Maſter, 
2 Kinz.6.22. So a Chriftiantuly gencrous,will omit no opportunity of doing 
good: nor do evil, though he have opportunity : for to may, and will nozzis 
the Chriftians laud. 

| Which yet isnot all, for beſides that it is the moſt generour, nobles var 
tiant, wiſe, divineand Chriſiian-like revenge;to paſſe by and forgive injurics; 
pur Saviour Chriſt, in whom is the fountainol all wiſdome ad Lnowlcdgnch | 
all the ſenſesarc in the head, Zach.4. 12. allowes none for magnanimous, 
but ſuch as together with forgiving, bleſs thoſe that curſe them, and d 
good to ſuch as hurt them, Matth. 5344. The caſe of Moſes, Steven, and ma: 
ny others ; as I ſhall ſhewin Chaprer 3x. which is true generoſity indeed, 
Bur how contrary is the opinion of the World, to the judgment of God 
and the wiſe ofmen concerning valour ? | | 


CHAP. 11, 


-B Ecauſe ſuffering is the only way to prevent ſuffering; Revenge being 
' LFone of thoſe remedies, which, noricIdom,proves more grieyous that 
the diſeaſe itſelf, When once Xanrippe, the wife of Socrates, inthe opet 
ftreee pluckt his cloak from his back ; and ſome of his acquaintance cou 

ſclled him to ſtrike her : he anſwers , You ſay well; that while weart 
brawling and fighting together, cyery one of you may clap us on the back& 
cry 5 Hoe, well ſaid, to it Socrates: yea well done Xanzippe, the wileſt c 
the twain. When Ariſtippus was asked by one in derifipn, where the G 
great high fricndſhip was become, that formerly had been between hin 
and Zſchines? he anſwers, It is aſleep, but I will go and awaken it ; ani 
id ſo, leaſt their enemics ſhould make it a matter of rejoycing. When Phi 
Hp of. Macedon was told that the Grecians ſpake evil words of him, nat 
withſtanding he did them much good , and wes withall counſeclled to <4 
fiſe them ; he anſwers, Your counſel is not good, fofif they now ſpe 
evil of us, having done them good only ; what would they then if we ſhoul 
dothem any hzym? And at anothertime, begpg counſclled cither to b 
iſm, or put to dexth one who had ſlandered him ; he would do neithe 
of both; ſaying, Itwas nota ſufficient cauſe to condemn him : and i 
baniſhing, it was better notto let him ſticre qut of Macedonia, wherei 
men knew thar helycd; th:nto ſend him among ſtrangers, who n 
knowing him, might admit his ſlandcrs for rruth : better he ſpeak 'whe! 
gre are butch knuwn,' then where we are both unknown» And this mit 
Chryſpprurywhen one complained to himzthat his friend had — 
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ruately 3 anſwer, Ah, but chide him not, for then he will do as much in 

Hike- Negle& will ſooner kill an injury, than Revenge, Theſe rongue- 
quibsy Or crackers of the brain, will aze alone, if we revive them not: the 
heſt way to have them forgotten by others, is fitſt to forget them onr ſelves. 
Yeas tO tonremnancnemy, is better then either to fear him, or anſwer hima 

hen the Paſſenger gallops by, as if his fear made him ſpeedy, the Cur fol» 
owes him with open monthand ſwiftneſs : let him turn to the brawling 
wr, and he will be more fierce ; but let himtide by in a confident .neglefty 
nd the Dog will never ſtir at him, or at leaſt will ſoon give over and be 
wict, Wherefore, when aſperſed, labour as the eclipſed Moon, to keepon 
ur motion, till we wade out of the ſhadow, and receive our former 
plendor. To vex other men, is but toprompt them how they ſhould again 
vexu, Two earthen pots floaging on the water, with this 7nſcription, If we 
knock , we crack 3 was long 2gomade the Emblem of England and the Low- 

ountreys, When two friends fall out, ifone be not the wiſer, they turn love 
into anger and paſiion, paſsion into evil words, words into blows ; and when 
hey are fighting a third adverſary hath a fair advantage to inſult oyer them 
4 WÞoth, As haye you not ſometimcs ſeen two neighbours, like two Cocks of 
" Wihe Game pick out one anothers eyes,tO make the Lawyersſport it may be 
ill them? As while Tudah was hot againſt 7ſracl and 7ſrael hot againſt 
udah, the King of Syriaſmot them both, At leaſt Sathan that common 
and arch enery will bave us at advantage. For 3s Fain men delight when 
two Dogs, or two Cockrare a fighting, to encourage and prick them for- 
"Fward to the combare: Even fo doth Satan deal with us 3 Contruverſiess 


4 
Ft 
a 
Us 
be 


. like a pair of Cudgets, are thrown in by the Dcwill, and taken up by male- 
inWerntenes, who baſte one another while he ſtands by and Jaughs, Andwe 
.rYcannot pleaſe the Devill better : for as the Maſter of the Pit oft ſets two 


Cocks to fight together, unto the dearth of them both; and thenaftermu- 
ual! conqueſt, /z#ppeth perchance with the fighters bodies : Eyenſo, faith 
Gregory, doth the Devil deal with men. He is an enemy that watcherh his 
time and while we wound one another», he wounds and wins all our fouls, 
Thus, lite the Frog and the Aſouſe in the Fable;while men fight eagerly for 
a roy( the Kite comes ( that Prince, and chief Foul that rul« th in the aire,) 
and ſnatcheth away both theſe great warriours, Or, like two Emmers in 
the mole hill of this earth, we fight for themaſtery; in mean while comes 
the Robin-red breaſt and picks both, up, and ſo devours them. Bur on the o- 
ther ſide,by gentleneſs we may as much pleaſure our ſelves. 1t is ſaid of Arj- 
1M fidcs, when he perceived theopenſcandall which was like to ariſe, by reaſon _ 
of the contention ſprung up between himand Themiſtoc/er,that he beſought 
him mildly afterthis manner: Sir, we both are nomean mcn in this Com- 
mn mealth; our dillention will prove n» ſmall offznce unto cthers, nor dif. 
paragementto our ſe!r)es : wherefore ood Themijilncles, let us beat one as 
gain; nd ifwe will needs ſtrive, let us ſirive who ſhall excel other in wer- 
teandlovee ATriſtippus and Aiſchiner rwo famous Vhilolophers, __ 
1101} 
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fallen atyariance, Ariſtippus came to 2*ſchines, and ſaies, Shall web 
friends again ? Yes, with all my heart, ſaies Zſchines ; Remember thy 
faith Lriſ;ppustharthough I be your elder, yet I ſought for peace: tt 
faith Z®ſchines, and for this, I will ever ackowledge you the more worth 
man; for I began the ſtrife and you thepeace. And we read of Euclids 
that when his Brother (in a variancebetween them) ſaid, 7 would 7 mig 
dieif I be not revenged of thee; he anſwered again, Nay, /et me die forij 
1f l perſwade thee not otherwiſe beforel have done : by which one wo 
he preſently ſo won his Brothers heart, that he changed his minde, and the 
parted friends, Milde words, and gentle behayiour may be reſembled 
Mk, that quencheth Wild fire; or Oyl, that quencheth Zime which h 
water is kindled. And this was Davids way of overcoming, i Sam. 24 
He whoſe Harp had wont to quiet Sauls frenzie,now by his kindneſ, dot 
calm his fury, ſo that now he ſheds tears inſtead of blood: here was a vith 

otzenand no blow ſtricken, The King of Iſrael ſet bread and water befor 
che hoft of the King of Syria, when he might haye ſlain them, 2 King 6.2 
What did he loſe byit? or, had he caule to repent himſelf? Noy he di 
thereby fo prevent ſucceeding quazrels, that as the Text ſaith. the bands 
Aram came no more into the Land of tſrael; Andſuch a conqueſt is lik 
that which Zvagrius recordeth of the Komans, namely, That they got ſuc 
' a vifforyoyer Coſroes, one of the Perſtan Kings, that this Coſroes made 
Law, that neyer afrer, any Kings of Perfia ſhould moye warre again 
the Romans. Adtionsfalved up w th a free forgiveneſs, are as not done 
fo eyery wiſe Chriſtian will do g0:d to them that do hurt to him 
yea bleſſe and pray for them that curſe him, as our Saviour adviſeth! 
acither is he afool init, for if grace comes { and nothing will procurt 
it ſoonerthan prayers and good examples ) though before they were 
evil enemies 3 now they ſhall neither be evil, nor enemies» It wast 
witty anſwer of Socrates , who replied when one asked him, why-he took 
ſuch a mans bitter railing ſo patignily. It is enough for one to be ang 
at atime, Forit a wiſe man contend witha fooliſh man, ſaith Solomo 
whether he be angry, or laugh, there is no reſt, Prov. 29. 9, whereas 
gentle ſpcech appeaſeth wrath, and patience bridleth the ſccret pratlings 0 
mockers, and blunteth the point of their reproach. Had not Gideon, Judy, 
$. learned toſpeah fairas well as to ſmite, he had found work enough 
from the ſwords of Zoſephs ſonnes,but his good words are as witrorious as his 
ſword:his pacification of friends better than his execution of enemies, Verl.21j 

Satyrus, knowing himſelf cho/erick and in that whirry of mind apt to 
eranſgreſſe, when he but ſuſpeFed ill language from any , he would ſio 
his cars with wax , leſtthe ſenſe of ir ſhould cauſe his fierce blood to ſeeth 
zn his diſtempered skin. And Ceſar, although he could moderate his 
paſi;»nr, having in that civil garboyl intercepted a Packet of Letters wits 
ten to Pompey from his Fayorites, brake them not open but burnt then 
kmmcdiately, ' And Pompey committed thoſe Lewersto phe fire before i 
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eadthem, wherein he expeRed to find the cauſe of his griefs Regeis 
not ingendred , but by the concurrence cf cholers , which are cafily 
roduced one of another , and born at an inflent, When the flone and 
ll the fee/ meets, the iſſue ingendred from thence is fire , w..ercas the ſword 
del of «nger being ftiruck'upon the ſofe pillowof a milde ſpirityis broken, The 
oh (ho: of the Cannon hurts not Wool, and ſuch like Ycieding things , but that 
ll which is hard, tubborn, and reſting. He is fuller of paſii9n than reaſonithat 
mill flame at eyery vain zonguespuſſ: A man that ſtudies revenge » Keeps 
his own wounds green and open, which otherwiſe would heal and do well, 
Anger to the ſoul, is like a coal onthe fleſh,or garment, caſt it off ſuddenlyy 
it doth lictle harm, bur /er it /yc, 1t frees deep. Wherefore ſaith one; their 
WJ malice ſhall ſooner ceaſe than my unchanged patience, A ſmall injury ihall 
g0 as it comes, a great injury may dineor ſup with me, but none at all ſhall 
lodge with me, for why thould I vex wy ſelf, becauſe another hath wexed 
me? That were to imitate the foo! that would not come out of the Pound, 
2;Mſayings They had put him in b, Law,and he would come out again by Law: 
li or -4/4b,who becauſe he could not haye his will on Naboth, would be re» 
!: Mvenged on himſelf. As the mad man tears his own hair, becauſe he cannot 
ikWcome at his exemies > Or Thamar, who defiled her (elf, to be revenged of 
uciWher Father in law Zudah. Or the Hedy hog, which haying laden himſelf 
eMwith Nurs and fruits, if but theleaſt Filberd chance to fall off, as he is 
nfÞcoing to dicburden them in his ftore-houſe, will fling down all the reft, in 
ce Wa pecviſh humour, and beat the ground for anger, as Pliny writes. Or 
Dogs which {ct upon the ſtone that hath hurt them,with ſuchircfull regth 
that they hyre themſelves more than the thrower hurt them ; and feel 
Worccater ſmart from themſclyes, than from their enemy : which makes 
WTrche/aus lay, it is a great evill, not to be able to ſuffer eyill. And cer- 
Wtainly if we well conſider it, we thall meet with vexations enough thatwe 
cannotayoid if we would never ſo fain. We need not (like Cercion in 
Sudas ) wreſile, or ( with fooliſh Pannus ) go to law with every man we 
mect. And yet ſome( asif they did delight ro vex their own ſouls,) like 
P Ethiopians, who) as Diodorws relates, lame themſelves if their King be 
ame, | | X 
I mightgo on, and ſhew you, that Greece and Aja were ſet on fire for 
an Fpple : That, not a few have ſuffered « ſword in their bowels, becauſe 
they would not ſuffer the [ye in their throats ; And laſtly, I might ſhew, 
that if we ſuffer ngthere with patience, weſhall ſuffer hereafter with grief 3 
tor the wages of anger is judgement, even the judgment of hell fire Mat. $122. 


CHAP. 1IL 


2 if Tey bear the ſlanders and reproaches of wicked men paticntly;ifor 
that they are falſe, and ſo appertain not untothem. Socrates being 

ie W'=71ed upon,and called by one all to navghtztook no notice of _ _— 
; emand- 
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demanded a reaſon of his Patience, ſaid, It concerns me not, for 1 am a 
' ſychman, Diogeneswas wont to ſay when the people mocke him, They 

deride me, yetI am not derided, I am not the man they take me for,” Thig 
reaſon is of more force from the mouth of an innocent Chriſtian, Ifa rich 
man be called poor, or a ſound Chriſtian, an hypocrite, heſlights it, he laugh 
at it, becauſe he knoweth the ſame to be falſe, and thar his Mecuſeris mi. 
faken : whereas, if a Zeggar be called bankrnp, ora diſſembler, hypocrits fre: 
he will winceand kick,, and be moſt grievoully offended at it, Yeazas ſoareeWur, 
and wlcers arc grievedynot only at a '1ght conch, but even with fear and ſus 
ition of being touched, fo will an ext«/rerate minde, faith Seneca. And as 
ſmall letters otfend bad eyes (1 Jeait appearancerot contradiftion will grieve 
the i! »feFed exrs of gui':y perſons, ſaith Plutarch, For let mens tongues 
like Bells,give but an indefinize,% not a ſignificant ſound,they imagin them 
to ſpeak and mean, whatſoever their 274:ty conſciences frame in the fancie, 
and whiſper in the ear: which are thoſe cvil jurmiſerof corrupt minderyſi 
the fpoPletaxeth, 1 Tim. 6,4, When like Caius the humaniſt, one thinks Barr, 
- every word ſpol:en, tends to his diſgrace, andis as unwilling to bear, as 
forbear reproaches. But where the conſcience is clear, the caſe is altered. Mal 
rius was never offended with any repore that went of him, becaule if it 
were :7:, it would ſound to his praiſe, if falſe, his lifeand manners ſhoulde:ſt 
prove it contrary. And indeed; the beſt confuration of their ſlanders,is notYyhi 
by our great words, but by our y99d worke, Sophocles being accuſed by hisſhed ; 
own children, that he grew Derard, and ſpent their Pazrimoxjes idly, when 
he was ſummoned, did nor perſonally appear before the Magiſtrates, but 
ſent one of his new Tragedigs to their peruſall, which being read, made 
them confeſs , This is not the work of a man that does. So againſt all 
clamours and ſwelling opprobries, ſet but thine innacency and good life,thou 
needeſt do no more. That body which is in good health, is ſtrong,and able 
to bear the great ſtorms and bitter coldot Winter,and likewiſe the c&ceſlive 
and intemperate heat of the Summer ; but with a crazic and diſtempered 
body, it is tar otherwiſe : Even ſo, a ſound heart, and clear conſcience, will 
abide alltryals: in proſperity it will not be lifted up, in adverſsty, it will 
not be utteriycaſt down + whereas, the corrupt heart and feſtered conſcienct 
can endure nothing , eyen a word, if it bepleafing, puffs him up with pridy, 
if not; it ſirel« him with paſſion. A guilty conſcience (like Glaſſe,) will ſweat 
with the leaſt breath, and like a windy inſirument,be put out of tne with 
the very diſtemper of the aire: but when the ſoul 15 ſteeled with gooaneſſy 
no aſſaults of evil can daunt it. I more fear what is within me (ſayes 
ther) then what comes from without : The Rorms and wind without, doſWhang 
neyer moye the Ezrth, only Vayours within, cauſe Earthquakes, |am.4.lf to Ch 
No greater ſign of innocency when we are accuſed, than _ as wee 

in /oſeph, who being both accy/ed and committed for forcing his Miſtreſplſ 

anſwered juſt nothing that we can read of, Gen, z9.17, 18, And Suſanns 
who being accuſed by the two Elders of an boynous crime { which _ 
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- todrive out diſcontent, The IT Parr 9 

lon? were guilty of,) never contended by laying the fault upon them,but 
eals unto God whether ſhe were innocent: or no. And Hannah, whole 
ply ro Ely (when he faiſly accufed her of drunkenneſs ) was no other 
ut» Nay my Lord, count not thine Handmaid for a wicked women, 1 Sams 
15, 16, Neither is their a greater Symprome of guiltine/s, than our 
reaking into choler, and being exaſperated when we haye any thinglaid to 


War charge 5 witneſſe Cain, Gene4.y. That Hebrew which truck his fel- 


pw. Exode2.13.14. Saul,1 Sam, 20.3233» AAbner,2 Sam. 3. Teroboamy 
King. 13.4 | Ahab, 1 King, 22.27. Amaziah, 2 Chron. 25,16. Uzgiah 
Chron. 26.19, Herod the Tetrarch, Luk. 3.19.20. The men of Naza- 
eh, Zuk 4 28,29. The Phariſees loh. $.47.4% And the High Pricſts 


nnd Scribes, Luk. 20.1920, 


Sinneand falſhood are like an impudent frumper,but innocency and eruth 
jill veil chemſelver, like a modeſt V irgin, 2 Pet, 2.18, The more falſe the 
atters fone noiſe to uphold it « Paul is nothing ſo loud as Tertullus: 


Whe weakg/? canſe will be ſure to forclay the [brewdeſt counſel!, or the low= 
Weſt Advocates : Errour hath alwayes moſt words, like a rotten houſe, that 


eeds moſt props and cyurchesto uphold it, Simple rricth eyermore requires. 
uſt coſt, like a'beautifiel face, that needs no painting 5 ora comely body y 
rich) any decent apparel! becomes, We plaiſter over rotten poſts, and rag= 
red oalls ; ſubſtantiall buildings are able to grace themſelves, So thatas. 
brrks flying up, ſhew the houſe to be on fire, and as corrupt ſpies/e ſhews 
exulcerate lungs; lo a paſſionate anſiver argues a guilty conſcience, Why 
oth the Z7arz uſt ſo many doublings ? but to fruſtrate the ſcent of the 
ounds, And this is one reaſon why the former are compared to Sheep and 
Lambes (Emblems of innacency) which being harmed, will not once bleatz 
and the latter unto Swine, which will razr and cry if they be but couches 
A good Conſcience is not put out of countenance with the falſe accuſations 
of ſlanderous tongues - it throweth themoff, as St. Paul did the Viper, 
whurt. znocexce and patience are two Buckſers ſufficient to reprulſe and 
abate the violence of any ſuch charge; the Breſiplate of Righteouſneſſe, 
the brazen well of 2 200d conſcience, feareth no ſuch Canons, The Conſtionabl 
deing railed 4»yony and reviled by a foul menth,may reply as once a S teward 
did ro his paſſionate Cords when he called him K7ave, &c, Your Honour 
may ſpeak as you pleaſe, but I belieye not a word thatyou ſay, forl know 
myſelf an honeſt man, Yea, ſuppoſe weare circled round with reproaches 


Your conſcience knowing us innocent, like a conſtant friend, takes us by the 
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herd and cheers us againſt all our miſeries. A good ſpiris, will be, as Simon 
to Chriſt, its Crofs-bearer. A juſt man ſaith chryſoſtome, is impregnable, and 
cannot be overcome : take away his mealth, his good parrs cannot be ta- 


ken from him,and hiszreaſire is aboye : caſt him into priſonand bondghe 


doth the more freely enjoy the preſence of bis God : baniſh him his Coun - 
ey.he hath his converſationin Heaven: kill his body,it ſhall riſe agajn : ſa 

efghis with a ſhadow that contends with an »pright man, bal | 
— ID Where 


7 o A Sovereign Antidote 
Wherefore,letall who ſuffer in their good Names,if conſcious and guili 
zy of an enemies imputarionsy repent and amend : if otherwiſe, contemy 
them;own them not ſo much;as once to take notice thereof, A wicked hea 
15 as a barrill of powder to temptation; let thine be,as a River of water. Yea 
iccing God eſteems men as they are, and not asthey have been, althdugh 
formerly thou haſt been culpable; yet now thou mayeſt anſwer for t 
ſelf, as Paul did for Oneſimus, Theugh in times paſt I was unprofitable, » 
now 7 am profitable : and oppoſe to them that ſivect and divine ſentence gf 
ſweet and hsly Bernard, Tell me not, Satan, what 1have been; but, what! 
am, and will be. Orthatof Beza in the like caſe ; Whatſocyer 7 was, 
am now in Chriſta New Creature : and that is it which troubles thee, [ 
might have ſo continued long enough ere thou wouldeſt haye wexed at ity 
but now I fee thou doſt envy me the grace of my Saviowr. Or that pu 
thegme of Diogenesto a baſe fellow, that told him he had once been a for. 
ger of mincy 3 whoſe anſwer was, 'Tis true, ſuch as thou art now, I wa 
once; but ſuch as Lam now thou wilt never be. Yea,thou mayeſt ſay, by hoy 
much more 1 have formerly ſinned, by ſo much more is Gods power and good- 
neſs now magnified, As St. Auſtine hearing the Donatiſts revile him for 
the former wickedneſs of his youth; anſwered, The more deſperate my dis 
ſeaſe was, ſo much the more 1 admire the Phyſician, Yea,thou mayeſt yet 
ſtrain it a peg higher, and ſay, the greater my finnes were, the greater is my 
honour : as, the Devi s which Mary Magdalen once had, arc mentioned 
for her glory. 


CHAP, IV, 


4 jt E beareth the Croft patiently, becauſe it is counterpoyſed and made 

ſweet with more than anſwerable bleſſings. Satan and the world 
may take many things from us, as they did from 7ob, viz. health, wealth, 
outward peace, friends.tiberty, credit,&c, but they can neyer take Godfrom 
us, who giverall : andat the fame tinge ſupplies the want of theſe, with 


comforts farte ſurpaſſing, and tranſcending them. As when a Conrtier gaye 


it out,that Queen Mary(being dilpleaſed with the City)threatned to diyert 
both Terme and Parliament to Oxford; an Alderman askt whether ſhe 
meant torturn the Channel of the Thames thither or no : if not (faith he,) 


by Gods grace we ſhall do wellenough. Forwhatarc the things our ene 


miescan take from us, in campariſon of Chriſt, the Ocean of our comfort, 
and Heaventhe place of our reſt ? And therefore in the midſt of miſery we 
ſay with 7cb, Bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
- Queſi, But with what comforts doth the Lord ſupply our loſſes ? 

Anſw, The aſſurance of the pardon of ſinnealone, isable to cleer all 
forms of the minde ; it teacheth miſery, as ſickneſs, poverty, famine,impriſon- 
ment,infamyy&c. to laugh : not by reaſon of ſome imaginary. epicycles,but 
by 14urat and palpable reaſons. Yeazlet deachhappenjic matters not; When 

| | | . 
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to drive ont diſcontent. The II Part. Ir 
Malefaftor hath ſued ous his pardon,let the -£fiſes come when they will, 
We ſooner the better. 
 But,to this is added the peace of conſcience (the marrow of all comforrs,) 
herwiſe called the peaceof God, which paſſeth all underſtandingzand ſur- 
aſeth a!! commending z and neyer did man find pleaſurc upon earth, like 
ohh ſweet ceſtimony of an appealed conſcience,reconcileduntoGod,cleanſed 
the blood of the Lamb, and quieted by the preſence of the holy Ghoſt. 
e had{t thou (who moſt doreſ# upon the world) bur theſe comforts, thou 
Woufdeſt not change them for all that Saran once offered to our Saviour, 
dare now accepted by many. O good /ife ( faithan Ancient Father ) 
hat a 7oy art thou in time of diſireffe! And another, Swge: is the felt- 
y of that man, whoſe works are juFf, and whoſe deſires are innocens : 
ough he be in Phaleris Bull.For theſe are priviledges which mate Paut 
ppiet in his chain of ron, than Lgrippe in his chain of Gold, and Peter 
ore merry under ſtripes, than Caiphas upon the [udgment ſeat ; and Ste- 
nthe like : For though he was under his perſecutors for ourward condi- 


yy Cr-eſus ſo much riches, in his coffers, as poor ob had, in his conſcience, 

&@ how can he be miſerable, that hath Chriſt andall hs merics made ſure. 
phim ; that hath his Name written in Heaven, Surely, his ſoul muſt 

ebrim full of brave thoughts,that is able ro refreſh himſelf with this Mee 

ation, God is my Father, the Church my Mother, Chrift the Tudge my 

der Brother and .Advocate, the hoty Ghoſt my Comfarter, the Angele 

ine attendance; all the Creatures mine, for uſe, the ſtock of the Churches 

ryers mine for benefit ; the wor/d mine 7nne; Heaven my home. God 

alwayes with @e, before me, within me, oyerſeeing me ; Iralk with 

imin Prayer, he with mein his word, &c. Sure if theſe be the accuſto- 

dmealsof a good ſoul, it cannot chuſe but keep naturall heat from de- 
ging» and make it happy. 

But behold yet a greater privi/edge; Theſe comforts do not only ſupport 
drefreſh us, and ſoſupply gur loſſes in common calamities; but eyen in. 
emidſt of rortures and torments, which otherwiſe were intollecable - 
Ie naturall mans ſtomack cannot ( of all enemies ) endure hunger ; yea a 
Jn, where he muſt alwayes lic under hatches, makes hum all amore : bur 
athyZ7awks could clap his hands for joy in the midſt of the flames. And 
mtentius (as Zuther reports) made a ſport of his torments,. and gloried, 
en they made him go upon hot burning coals , as if they had been 
ſ.And another that I read of,fay;My good frieads, I now Ende it-rrue 
deed, he that /eaveth all to follow Chriſtſhall hayc invhis world cenruplum 
tundred fold more;1 hayc it in that centuplum peace of conſcience with me 
parting. And this made 7gnatizs ſay, he had rather be a Martyrthen a 
Mark-Nor did he eyer like himſelf, before he was thus tryed : for when 
heard his bones cruſh between the wild beaſts teeth, he faid;,now I be- 
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dn, yet he was farabove them for inward conſolation. Neither had weal- | 


tip bc a Chriſtian, And Fnexarchy: being laid along in aTrough of 
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fone, and{mirten with 7ron ſledges by the appointment of WicocreW.. 
Tyrant of Cyprut,ceaſed not to cry out,ſirike.ſmireand beat;it1s not Ay 
archus, but his 914i! you martyr ſo, Anda Child in Toſephus, being ally 


to death with biting ſnippers atthe commandment of Lariochws, could '”? 
with a {ou5,aſſuied,and 1und:unted voice 3 Tyrant,thou loſeſt timc,!oel; Th 
Rill at mine eaſe + what is that ſmarting pain? where are thoſe torm fair 
which whilome thou did{t ſo ;hreatcnme withall?my conſtancy more tl ® 
bles thee, than thy cruelty me. And how many more of thoie Xart qu! 
Guecn MaryesRatgn, were even ravijbed, betore they could be permin 2C 
to die? {o yreary and 5 paſting all expreſiings is the peace and comfort age 
govd conſciriices ” 
New as the Prieſis of Aecrcury when they cat their fggs and honey, ( 
ed out, O how ſweet i5 truth! ſoif the worſt of a Beleivers /ife in this wa ſing 
be i fect 3- how ſiyeer thail his life be in Heaven: butlle hold yo we 
lon cr in this, 7 | cru 
4 maa that hath his ſens pardoncd, is never compleatly miſerable, has 
con{iiere again turns his enemy : whereas on #he contraty ; take the n hr 
happy world!ling tliar ever was,if hc haye not his ſins pardened, he is o be 
picatiy wietcho't ( thounh helſees it not :) ſuppoſe him Emperor of | bi 
whole world, as 4 dam,when he wasin Paradi/e,and Lord of all; what 6 
it avail him ſo long as he hada 29rmentor *within, a ſelf=condemnj Th 
conſciznce? which roid kim, that God was his enemy) and knew no ol yy 
thn th: hell ihou!d be bs everlaſiing portion? Certainly this like a da ſti 


could not chuſe bur put our ali the lights of his p/caſure,ſo that Paradj 
ſelf was not Paradife to him : . which is the calc of all wickedmen,beti 1 
never ſo great, never fo ſeemingly page | " 
True ; wicked men think the. godly leſs merry, and m$e miſerableti 
themſclves: yea ſome, that mirth and miſcheif are only ſworn brothers) ri 
this is a fonndationleſſe opinion. For ficſt, no man is miſcrable, becauſe " 


other ſo thinks him. Secondly, Gods word teacheth, anda good confci as 
findeth, that no man carr be ſo joyful as the faithfull, though they y "ſl 


many things which others may have. St, Auſtin bcforc his COnNVCTrik An 
could not tel! how he ſhould want thoſe delights, he then found ſo mi hel 
contentment in ; but after, when his n2ture was changed, when hel 


another ſpirit pur into him;then he ſayes. O how ſweet 15 it to be with 
thoſe former ſweet delights! Indeed. carnall men Jaugh more, but! * 


hughrer is only the hypocrifie of mirth: they rejoyce in the face only,and 
in the heart, as the Apoſtle witneſſeth 2 Cores. 12. or as another hathiy Ye 
Were O God there wants thy graces | eh 

Mirth # only in the face. E | | 

Yea, their own cunſciences bear me witneſſe, as that Spaniſh Tudge' Bit 
conlidered;who when a murther was committed in a tumultuous crowd A 


people, beared all their boſomer,& feeling upon their breſts,diſcoyerediiſſ © 
$4il5ie Auchor by the pacing of hig hears. And Twlly who makes it al | 
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L to drive ont ai(conteut. TheTI Part, iy * 
cn nent of Roſcius Armerinus Tnnocency,that he killed not his Father,becauſe 

Wc ſecurely ſlept, Yea,as in prophane joy,eyen in laughter the heart is ſor. 
Iſs yowſull 3 ſo in godly ſorrow, ecycnin weeping the heart is light and cheerful, 
aldt The tears of thoſe that pray, are ſweeter thenthe joycs of the 7%:arre, 
bi faich St, Auguſtin; forour cheeks mzy run dowa with tears, and yt our 
| "W mouths ſing forth praiſes ; the face may be pale, yet the heart may be 
Bi quiet and cheerfull : lo St. Paul, as forrewing, and yetalwayes rejnycing. 
/"F: cor 6.10. Neither can it be ſolid comfort, except it hath his iflue from 
_ a good conſcience, Indeed we therefore arc not merry enoush,becaufſc weare 
not Chriſtians enough, 

Now if all our lufferinys are thus counterpoyſed,and exceeded with bleſe 
(Z fings; have we any cauie to beangry and impatient 2 What laith ob? Shall 
MW we receive good as the Mrnd of ©70d, ani no: evill ? He was onntent to cat the 
ou cruſt with the crumme. 1ndeed bis. wife ( hke the wicked, ) would only 
have fair weather,all peace and p/crity,no touch of eryuuble : bur it is not ſo 
with the godly, who have learnc berrer things. Who will nor fuffer a few 
ſtripes from a Father, by whom he receiverh 16 inuch good, cvcn all that 
he hath? Diogenes wouid have no nay, but Antiſchenes mult entertain 
him his Scholar, infomuch that -nriſibenes, to have him gone , was 
forc't to cudgell him : yet all would not do, he ſtirs not, but takes the 
bloweryery patiently x iayings Uſe me how you will, to 1 may be your 
Scho/ar and hear your daily diſcourſes, I care nor. Mach more may a Chris 
fan ſay unto God, Let me enjoy the ſweet fruition of thy preſence, {peak 
thou peace unto my conſcience, and ſay unto my ſoul, I am thy ſalvation, and 
then afffi#7 me how thou pleaſeſt, I am content, yeazyery willing to bear | 
jr, Yea, if we weil conſider the commodity it brings, we ſhall rather wijb 
for «Aion, than be diſpleaſed when it comes, Co/. 1, 24, For, it cycn 
bringeth with it the company of God himſelf : 7 will be with you in tribula= 
Hjonz\aith God to the diſconſolate ſoul, Vial. 91. 15-When Sidrack, Mijhacks 
and Fbednego, were caſt intothe fery furnace,there was preſently a fourth 
came to bear them company,and that was God himſelf, Dan. z.231to 27», 
Any his preſence makes any condition comfortable, were a man even in 
he/t it ſelf, Yea, as when St Paul was rapt up to the third Heaven, he was 
ſo :awi/hed with the joy thereof,that he knew not whether he had his body 
dt 2urc him or not, 2 Cor. 12.2. Whether in the body,or out of the body [ can- 
nnt rell, God knoweth. So Gods preſence ſo ravijheth the ſoul, that while a 
man /»fers the greateſt pain, he knows not whether he be in pain or noz 
Yea Cod is not ouly with them, to comfort them in all their tribulations 
2 Cor. 1.44 but inthem + foratthe ſame rime when the Diſciples were + 
perſecurcd, rhey are laid to be filled with joy, and with the holy Gl}, As 
\?.52. And as our ſuffering in © hrift do abound, ſo our conſ+/:tion alſn a+ 
bowdeth through Chriſt, » Cor. 1,3. And laſtly, he doth comfort us ac» 
co:ding to the dayes we are aftifed, and according to the = we haye 


{een evil; P[al. 90ers. So that a Chriſtian gains more by his loſſes, and 
EY Ds ha _ crofſcss 


14 Ml Somereigh Antidote | 
groſſes, than the happieſt worldling by all his immunities : as it tas fail 


of Demoſthenes, that he got more by holding his peace,than other Lawyers dj "by 
by their pleading. | ; | LY an 
Andifſo; our ſufferings tequire parience'with thankfulneſs : as it fared W 
with Job. | Bu 
Obje&. But what eyer others find; thy ſufferings are not thus counters " 
poyſed and ſwecrned ? | BU 
Auſw.' What's the reaſon ? get but the /ight of grace to ſhine in thy fs 
heart, thy priſon ſhall be an Heaven : thy Keepers Angels: thy chains thy 1 
lory : and thy deliverance ſalvation : Grow but heavenly minded,and thoy E 
Thatk be able to extratt gainout of loft : peace out of trouble : ſirength ourill 


of infirmity : our of zears joy: out of ſin holineſs : out of perſecution profit z 
out of affiiftiontomfort : For godlineſs in eyery ſidncſs, is a Phyſician; 
in cyery contention, an Advocate : in every doubt, a School/man : in all 
heavineſs, a Preacher ; and a comforter unto whatſoevereſtate it comesj 
making the whole lite, as it were a perpetual hallelujah, : 


CHAP. V, 


$. B Ecauſe their adverſarier are rather tobe contemptuouſly p3tied that 
malizned or reckoned of;and that whether we regard their preſent,ot 
ſuture eſtate. Concerning thre preſent; If a man diſtracted(and ſo are wice 
kedmen tonching /þiritual things) do rail on us,we are more ſorry for him, 
than for our ſclyes : Yea, who will eake in evil part the reproaches and 
revilings of a man in his feaver? or who will be angry with a Doggefor 
barking ? ( and ſuch an one hath but the minde of a beaſt, inthe form of d 
man:) Letus then do the like, ina caſe not unlike: and not reſemble 
Creſipho the wraſiler, who would not put up a blow at the heels of an Aſſes, 
butlikc an Ffſe kickt heragain. Socrates bidding good ſpeed to a dogged. 
fellow, who in requital of his kind ſaluration, returned him a baſe —_ k 
the reſt ofthe Company rayling on the fellow,were reprehended by Socrates, 
In this manner : 7f any nne(quoth he)/hould paſs by us Aliſpleaſed in bu body, 
or diſtrafted in hu mind,ſhoultd we therefure be angry!or had we not more cauſe 
#0 be fill 'd with joy and thank, fulneſs , that we onr ſelvesare in better caſe? 
What necd we return rayling for rayling ? All the harm that a common, 
flanderer can do us with his foul mouth, isto ſhame himſelf, For his 
words are like duſt, that men throw againſt the wind, which flyes_ back ; 
into the throwers face, and makes him blinde : for as the blaſphemer 
wounds himſelfby wounding Chriſt: ſo the rayler ſhames himſelf, when he 
thinks to ſhame another. Neither have they power to hurt us; flirong may 
liceina weak breaſt, is but like a heavy houſe built upon ſlender crutches, 
True, they conceit of theirſlanders as the Pope of his cenſures, whoif 
he put a Traytor into the Rubricke, heis preſently a Saint in Heaven; if 'ih 
ks curſe, or cxcqmmunicate a Chriſtians he mult needs bt jnroſied in jt 
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but we know tlicirwords, meer Idols, which as the Apoſtle witneſſechv 
"gre nothing in the world; and therefofte trouble not thy ſelf about them» 


What necd had David to load himſelf with an unneceſſary weapon? one 
ſword can ſerve both his enemy and him 5 Goliahs own weapon hall 
ſerycto behead the Maſter : ſo this mans own tongae ſhall ſerve to accuſe 
himſelf, and acquit thee, Whence thoſe Noble Emperouts, Theode- 

and Honorius; would not haye any puniſhed that ſpake evil ofthem : 
for ( ſaid they; ) if ir comes from lightneſs of ſpirit, it is to be contemn- 
ed; iffrom madneſs, it is worthy of pitty ; if from intended injury, it is 
to be pardoned ; for wrongs arc to be forgiven. And indecdiin things that 
may haye a double ſenſe, it is good to think the berrer was intended ; for 


"Woo ſhall we both keep ourſriendt and qrieeneſs, 


Again he wcll conſiders the ignorance of his encmies, who being car- 


hall, fleſhly, unregenerate, cannot diſcern the ſpirituall Obje&s at which 


they are offended. Father forgive them ((aith our Saviour of his enemies, ) 
for they know not what they do, I.uk. 23+34. Alas poor ignorant ſouls,they 
did but imitate Ocdipus, who kild his Father Laine King of Thebes, and 
thought he had killed his enemy. Socrates being perſwaded to revenge 
himiclf of a fellow that kicked him, anſwered, If an Aſie had kicke mes 
fhould Ihaye fect my wit to his, and hich him again? orifa Maſtiff had 
bitten me, would you haye me go to Law with him? And when ut was 
told him another time, thatſuch an one ſpake evil! of him, he replied, 
Alas the man hath nor as yet /earned to ſpeak well, but I haye learned z 
contemn what he ſpeaks. Diogenesbeing told that many deſpiſed him, an= 
wereds It is the wiſemanr portion to ſuffer of fools. Ariſtotle, being told 
that g ſimple fellow railed on him, was nor once rhoved, bur ſaid, Let hint 
beat me alſo being abſent, 1 care not : we may well ſuffertheir words, while 
od doth deliver us out of their hands : for if we go on in a ſilent conſtan- 
» fay our cars be beaten, yet our hearts ſhall be free, And this heroicalt 
reſolution had St; Paul, that choſen yeſlcll ; 7 paſſe very lirtle to be  judgo 
dof you( meaning blind ſenſualiſts:) or of mans judgement, he that judg- 
th me is the Lord, 1 Cor. 4.3,4. and indeed,an ounce of credit with God, 
$ more worth than a talent of mens praiſes, 7 regard nor ( quoth Plats) 
hat every one ſaith ; but what he ſaith that ſeeth all things: he knew well 
nough, that the fame which is derived from foolrand knaves is infamy, 
ato was much aſhamed if at any time he had committed any thing diſho- 
eft; but clſe, what was reproved by opinion only, never troubled hims 
ea, when a fool ſiruck him in the Bath ; and afcer being ſorry for its cried 
immercy; he would not come lo neer revenge,as toathnowledgehe had been 
pronged, Light injurics are made none by a not regarding, The ignorane 
wultitude among the 7ews faid, that Sr, /uhn hada Devill; and that Chriſt 
$a Gluttony and a Wine-bibber : Butwhar ſaith he by way of anfwet > 
iſdome is juſtified of her children, Matth. 11«18,1i9. 
Let none oþjcrt the Scribes and —_ joyning with them, _ 
"= were 
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were great Scholers 3 far no man knows ſo much, but it is through 3g1w 
rance that he dath ſoill. Neither doth our Saviour enquire, what the Phe 
riſees or Prieſis reputed him ; but whom ſ2y mexs{ meaning thoſe who 
minded his DoRrine ) zthaz 7 the ſunne of man am? Matth. 16,14, 
Wherefore in theſe caſes it hath been uſuall for Gods people, to behaye 
themſclyes liked dead 7mager,which though they be rayled on,and reviled 
by their enemier,yet have ears, and hear not ; mouths, and ſpeak not ; hat 
and revenge not 5 neither have they breath in their noſtri:.sto make reply: 
Pſal. x15.5,6,7. If you will ſee it in an example, look upon David, he 
was as deaf and dumb at reproach, as any ftockor flone, They that ſeek aft 
my life (ſaith he) {ay ſnares, and they that go about to do me evil, tath wick 
things all the day, (ſure it was their vocationt0 backbireand ſlander ) but 
Twas 4s deaſ,andbeard nnt; and as ime dumb,which doth nos open his month, 
pas as a man that heareth not,and in whaſe mouth are noreproofs, Plal. 38: 
Y3. This innocent Dove was alſoas wiſe as a Serpent, in ſtopping his cay 
and refuſing to hear the voice of thcſe blaſphemous Inchanters, charme 
they neverſo wiſely, which being fo , ler us car with patience, anda 
with Tacitus, You arcable to curſe, and I to contemn + T's lingue ego atv 
rium ſum Dominus , you are Maſter of your tongue, and 1 of wine eari 
What ſaith one adyiledly ? Vi henwe arc provoked to fight with women 
the beſt way is to 71m away. And indeed, he that /ets looſe his anger upon 
every occaſion , is like him that lets go his Hawk upon eycty bays. Ib 
deed in Gods cauſe the caſe may differ. V\ hen 7ulian in a mock asked 
Mzurice Bilhop of Ch:/cedny why bis Galilean, God could not help hin 
ro his ſight; he replied, I am contentedly blind, that 1 may not ſee ſueha 
Tyrant as thou art, | Fs | g ff 
Andas their words arc to be contemned by us, ſoarg their challenges 
to fight. When a young Gallant would nceds pick a quarrel! with an aw 
rent tried Souldier, Whoſe valour hid made him famous: jt was general 
held, that he might with credit reſuje to fight with him, untill his w 
ſhould be known cuirzlent to his: laying, Your ambition is to win honow 
pon me, whereas I {hall receive nothing i diſgrace from YOUs The Gob 
hawke ſcorns to fly at Sparrows Thoſe noble Doggs which the Kingd 
Albany preſented to Alexanudcr,out of an overflowing of courage,contew 
#ed to encounter with any bexſts, but Lyons and Elephants: as for Strargy 
wild Boars and Bears, they made ſo little account of, that ſceing themthey 
would not ſo much as 7emovcoutof theirplaces. And ſo the Regeneratt 
min, which fizhteth daily with their Xing, Satan, ſcorns to encounter wil 
his ſervantand flave, the carnall man. | 4 thisis ſo far from detradting 
that it adds to his honour, and {hevys his courage and forticude, to be right 
generous and noble. ; | 
Again ſecondly, The wager is unequall, tolay the life of « Chriſtian® 
ainſt the life of a Ruffian \ and the blind ſword makes no difference of ptr 
{ons) thc one ſurpaſſing the other, as much as Heaven Earth; Angels,mei 
or 
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to drive out diſcontent, The II Part. ' I 
; be wen beaſts: even Ariftippur{ being deridedby a fearleſs ſouldier, fer 
drooping 3n danger of [bipwrack,) could anfwer, Thou and I haye not the 
like cauſe to be afraid : for thou ſhalt only loſe the jife of an Aſſez bur 
e life of « Philoſopher, The conſideration whereof, made Mexander 
hen he was commanded by Philip his Father ro wiaſtle wehe games 
of 0/ympia, ) anſwer 5 he would, if there were any Kinge preſent eo. ffrive 
#11 him c!ſc not; which is-our very Caſc : and nothing is more worthy 
zur pride, than ( that, which will make us moſt humble it we have ity ) 
that we are Chriſtians, When an Embaſſadourtold Henry the fourththat 
Magnificent King of France» concerning the King of Speins ample Do» 
WF inions : Firſt {aid he, He is King of Spain: ishe fo? ſaith #tnry, and 
Ul am Xing of France : but ſaid the other, He is Xing of Portngall, and L 
am King of France, ſaith Henry : He is King of Naples and I afn King of- 
Frence: Heis King of Sicily, and I am King. of France: He is; King of 
19a Hilſhaniola, and I.am King of Frence © He is King of the Weſt Indies 
and I;ſaid Flenry, am King of France : He thought the Kzngdom of Frence 
nly, equivalent to all thoſe Kingdoms. The application is calie, the pre- 
f uſual] with ſo many, - as know themſclycs heirrapparent, to an inmor.: 
al Crown of glory. And as touching their future eftaze, . Free not thy ſelf 
ſaith Davidſbeceu ſe of the wicked men, neither he envious for the:evill doerss 
vr they ſhall ſoon be cut down like graſi,and jball wither as the green herb, Val 
27 1, 2s + This doth excellently appear in that remarkable exampleof Sa- 
ria, belieged by Benhadad and his Hoſt, 2 King.7.6,7. Asalſoin Hes 
2 who now begins ta envy, where half au hour ſince he had ſcorned - 
s what could ſo much yex that inſulting .Leagite, as to be made a Lace 
ketoa deſpiſed rew? yea, not to mention that which followed, ſtay but, 
ne bor more, the baſeſt ave of Perſia, will not change conditions with 
his great favowrite, though he might haye his riches and former honour 
0 boot, I mightinſtance the like of Pharaoh, Exod, I5. yy 10, 19. Se- 
utherib, Iſa. 37.$6,37»38. Herod, Afts 12. 22,23. and many others; 
"Put experience ſhews, that no man can fit upon ſo high a Cogue, but may 
Wich turning prove the /oweſtinthe wheele 3 and that pride cannot climbe 
ohigh, but uſiice will ſit aboyc hey 


CHAP. VI, 

b, [2 Eauſc they have reſpeR unto Gods Commandments who faith, By 
your patience poſſefieyour ſouls, Luk. 2119.Be patient toward all meng 
Theſe 5314. And Let your patient mind be known unto all men, Vhil. 4. $4 
{lore ſpecially; Zer nor the Sun go down upon your wrath,neither give place 
the Devill, Epheſ. 4, 26,37. From whence. oblerye this by the ways 

Nat he which lies down in mrath hath the Devil! for his bedfellow, , 
See,ſaith Paul, that nonevecompence evill for evill unto any men, 1 Thef. 
«5. And again, Benet overcome with evill, bus gyercome cvill with good- 
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18 + A Soverergn Antidote 
neſs, Rom. 12.21. Yea, ſaith our Saviour, Love your enemies,do well to the 
that hate you, bleſs them that curſe you,and pray fur them which hurt you,Lyl 


' 6,27,28/ And in caſe thine enemy hunger, inſtead of adding to his aMidi 
- On, give him bread to eat; if he thirſt, givehim watey t6 drink; or elſe thi 


breakeſt Gods Commandment touching paticnce, 'Prov, 25.2 1. Rom, 1 
20.andiconſequently act inthe ſight of God a eranſureſiour of the wholeLg 
and ſtandeſt guilty of the breach ofevery Commandment, James, 2.1041 
We know the frantick man, though he be ſober eleyen moneths of th 


year, yet if he rage one, he cann6t avoid the imputation of madnef?, ' | 


Now as Gods Children ſhould do whatſoever he commands cheerful 
and take whatſoever he doth thankfully ; fo God ſuffers ſuch wrongs! 
be, that he mayexerciſe thy patience, and he cummani: thee to forgive thel 
wtongs,that thou mayeſt exerciſe thy charity,and approve thy ſincerity: Ma 
ny ſay, Lord, Lord; but if you love me\ſaith Chriſt, keep'my Commandmeng 
Itis an idle ceremony to bow at the Name of eſis, except we have him 
our hearts, and honour him with our lives, Phraater ſent a Crownu 
prefent'to Ceſxr,ag2inft whom he was up in Arms; but Ceſar returned 
back with this anſwer ; Let him return to his obedience firſt, and the 
I'le accept of the Crown,by way of recogr i;ance. God admits none to He! 
(fairh juſtin Martyr)but ſuch as can perſwade him by their works, thatt 
have loved him. And indeed, take a man that truly /oves God, he will eafi 
be friends, not eaſily be provoked. | | 

True, take him unexpetedly, he may have his lefſon to ſeek (even 


- that was the mcekeſt man upon earth,;threw down that ina ſudden indi, 


tlon,wlnch in co/d blood he would have held fafter than his life, Exod. 32,19) 
but when he bethinks himſelf what God requires, it is enough. When'T, 
rib43u a noble Perſian was arreſted, at firſt he drew his ſword, and defend: 
imſelf; but when they charged him in the Kings Name, and enforn 
him they came fcom his Majeſty, he yielded preſently, and willingly. 
Ifthen we will approve our ſelves true obediencjaries, let our revenge 
like that of F/iſha's ro the Aramiter, inſtead of ſmiting them, ſet ho 
mater befure them : Or like that of Pericles, who as Plutarch reports, whe 
one had ſpenr the day in ray/ing upon him at his own door, leaſt he ſhoul 
ga home in the dark, cauſed his man to light him with a Torch, Andtod 
otherwiſe is Ammonite-like, to entreat thoſe Embaſſadours ill, whichat 
ſent in kindnefſe and love * for theſe afflifFions are Gods Embaſiadoy 
andto handle them rufiy, yea, to repine or grudge againſt them, is to 
rear them evill. And certainly, as David took it not well when the At 
monites ill 1ntreared his Embaſiadours, ſo God will not take the like wel 
from thee,s Chron. 19. But ſecondly, 2s the Law of God bindes us to thi 
ſo doth the Law of Nature: Whatſoever you would that men ſhould doun 
you even (n dn you unto themy Math. 7,12, Our Sayiour dothnot ſay, D0 
unt1 others, as ethers do unto you » but as you would have others do untd 
you. Now if we haye wronged any man, we deſire that he ſhould forgive 
4 W 


to drive out Diſcontent, ThelI. Pan, -- 19. 


4, and therefore we muſt forgive him, Nor would we have any man tra> * 
duce us behind our;backs : therefore St, 4 uſtin writ oycr his Table thus | 
"Tp ſprakill of the abſent ſorbear : - «F318 
_ Orelſe fi: not at table.here. "ET by odr ay nun 
Lex.talionis was never a good Chriſtian Law. IfI forgivenot, Iſhall:nor , 
he forgiven, Mar. 11.26 So to ſay of our Enemies, as Sampſon,once of the , 
hiliftins: even as they did unto me ſol haye dong wn bemyis butanill.. 
ples, For the Law of God, and the Lan of NV ature ſarbids it; and dothnot- 
he Law of Nationsglſo.? Yes, th'oughout the whale world : eiher they 
jave no. Lam or elſe a Lay 29 prohibit men frgm revenging themſelves. _ :. 
' When we haye ſuffered ſome evill, the-fleſhy our own wiſdome,' like the; 
ihg of Iſrael, 2 King: G.21, will bid us return evill tothe dagrs'butthe. 
pirit or wiſdome of Gogs like Eliſha, oppoſeth and bids us return him good 
orvithſtanding his evill; But he fleſh will reply, he nat worthy to be 
orgive;: : 1, butſaiththe Spirit, Chriſt is worthy to be. obeyed, who hath 
ommanded thee to forgive bim. Now, whethers counſel wilt thou follow? 
Itts gt alwayes good to take our own connſel! ; our own. wit. often hunts 
tinto the ſnares, that above all we would ſhun, We oft uſe means of pre- 
ervation, and they prove deſtroying ones., Again, wetake courſes to ruin 8 . 
and they prove means of ſafety. How many flying from danger, have mct 
ith death; and on the other fide, found prozeFion even.in the very jawes 
pf miſchief, that God alone may have the glory. Ir fell out to be pairt of 
lithridatesmiſery » that he had made himſelf »npoyſonable, All humane. 
piſedom is defeftiye, nor doth the Faols bole ever miſle : whatſocycr man 
hinketh ro do in contrariety » is by God turned to. be anhelp of baſtning 
he end he hath appointed him. We arc governcd by a power that we can- 
ot but obey , or minds are wrought again#t our mindes to alter us, In 
rief, man is oft his own Traytor,an CE to undo himſelf, Where- 
ote take the Spirics and the Verds direction, Render good for evity and 
jot like for like, though it be with.an unwilling willingneſie 3 as the, Mer» 
nent caſterh his goods over-board, and the Patient ſuffers his arm or leg to. 
Pe cup off: and(; ay with thy Saviour, Nevertheleſie; not my will bus thy will 
8 done, PE SHES 
_ But yer more to induce thee hereunto; conſider in the laſt place, That 
0 evenge thy ſelf, is both to, /oſe Gods protefiion, and to incur his condemna« 
jon. We may be ſaid to be out of his proteRion, when we arc owt of owr 
Py which he hath ſet us:he hath promiſed to give his Angels charge over 
to keep us in all our wayer,Þlal. yie 11. that isin the way of obedience, or 
he way of .hus commandementr. But this is one of the Devils wayes, 3 way 
df finne and diſobedience ; and therefore hath no promiſc or allurance of 
moreftion : we may truſt God , we may not remps him : if we do, what ſe» 
ndcſbever we get, Chriſt will not be our ſecond. Where. is no commandes 
ene, there is no promiſe ; if we want his word, in vain welook for his 
W, When'we have means to keep out felyes, Gods umnipotency is for the 
preſcne 
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reſent dſcharged.If Eutychus had fallen down our of a ſaucy rad 


doubtwhether he had been #tftored by St Paul, At 20. 9. Wafſrsati 
ftrayts, -are properly duc-to the Lord of the ſoy! ; and. you know what 
the Devill ſaid to our Saviar, Luk. 4. 6. which in a'reſtrained ſenſe is M 
true.” And therefore when one in Gods ſtead'tebuked Sazany touchinga 
Virgin whomHhepoſſeſt a: a Theatre, ſaying, How durft thou be ſo bald,zz, 
to enter into my houſe ? Satan anſwers, becaule I found her in my houſe; 
as Chryfoſtow delivers it. I am fure Dinah fell into foul hands, when her 
Fathers houſe could not hold her : and Sampſon the like, 'when he wenttq 
Dalitah :- and Fonah, when he went to Tarſbiſh + andehe ſeduced Prophity 
when he went beyond his Commiſion, fer him by Gd; and many the bks, 
who left the path of Gods proxeion; where the gels guardand watchigg, 
Walk ih the 'iDevits by-wry of frame and difobedience,' The Chickins are ſafe 
under the wings of their mother, and 'we under the providence of our Fe 
zher ; ſo1ong as we hold therenure'of obedience,, we are the Lords Subs 
ſtr; andif'we ſerve hint, hewill preſerve us. A Prieſt might enter inty 
a Leproushiviiſe withour danger: becaufe he had a calling from Godoy Al 
do, and ive may follow God dry-Iſhod through the Ked: Sex. Neither need 
we yex our ſelyes with cares, 25 if we lived'at our own coft, or truſtedts, 
ourown ſtrength : burwhen a man is fallento the, ſtate of an Or-Zay of 
Rebel! 5-the Law diſpenſcght with them that p17 him,, becauſe the: Prin, 
hath excladed hin from his Proreficn.' "Now this! being our caſe, tay, 
there ſhall happetrany thing amiſſe; through thy taking revenge , wha 
rayeſtthot not'expett to /nffer, and in thy ſi# ffering, 'what.comfor: canſ 
thott have?-Whereaz, if God bring us into croſſe hEwill be with us in, 
thoſecroſſes, cantar len (eter, + outofthem moteretinied. You may, 
obſerve; there is no ſuch coward; none fo valiant as the believer :. without 
Gods warrant he dares donothiings with 77, any nd 7. Nothin g without 
it. ' Thoſe faith Bafi(to a great manthar pexſwaded him to yeeld.) who 
are trainedip inthe Scripenrewillrather dle in an holy quarrelizthan abate. 
one ſylltble of divme truth, * Nor would any ſolicite them rodo,ill, did 
they rightly know them : for what cicero ſpeaks of, Cato (viz. Q gent 
Fun how fanpy art thou to bave been ſuch an one ?thatneyver man Jur 
rerpreſume; to ſolicite thee in any diſhoneſt cauſe, or contrary th dwy) 
Li be applied to every Believer, rightly ſoſtiled. When the 7ormentiuy 
of Marcus Arethuſius(who'laid to. his charge the, pullin down of an idols 
tous Teniple Y offered him his pardon in caſe he would,giye ſo. muchaj 
would baild ir up again, he refuſedit; 'and being further urgedto;giye 
Half, tie rcſuſed'it : at laſt, being told that if he would give but-a [tele 
Wards it, they would releaſe him 5 he refuſed to give them ſo much asan 
bulf permy© ſaying, No not an half penny ;* for jt is as great wickedneſs, 
fd hei' ro confer ine half penny, in caſe of impiety, as if a man ſhould b& 
Pow the while; © A good conſcience being in the greateſt corruwre, will not ſhork 
Fire one h4!f permy to be releaſed, with kurt to his conſgence; ke ſcar ſhy p, 
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to drive out diſcontent. The II Part. 2x 
ot the weight of the thing, but the authority of the Commander 2 and 


ſuch have nd goo] conſticicces, that dare. gratifie Satan, in committing 
the [eaſt ſinne, or neglef God in the ſmalleſt precepe. The conſcionable 


exarite, Numb. 6; did not only mate ſcruple of guxzting, and quaffing 
thole Flagons of wine, but of cating only a husk, or an kernell of the grape: 
nowing the one was 2s well forbidden as the other, Will wy man cat 
yfon' becauſe there 1s but a little of it ? A ſmall bulles may Kill a man 
well asa greatone. Goliah was as much hurt b Davids little ſtones 
Sampſon by the weight of a whole houſe. And Ely diced as well by 
ling back in his chair, as 7c3abe/ by being thrown down from an high 
indow. And what ſaith our Saviour to the »7jufs Steward ? He that 
$"faithfull in that which is lcaſt, is faichſll alſo in nu«ch 3. and he that 
$ unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much, Luk. 16.10, He that will cor- 

j his conſcience for a pound, what would he do fora thouſand ? If 
udas will ſell his Maſter for thirty pence, what would he not haye done 
vr the Treaſury ? | 

Alas, thereare no ſins ſmall bat comparatively : Theſe things ( ſpeakin 
f Mint and Cummin ) ought ye to have done, ſayes our Saviour, and 
ot have left the other undone, Luk. 11. 42. Wherefore itis with a good 
nd tender conſcience »* as it is with the apple of the eye , for as the leaſt 
tir or duſt grieyes and offends that which the kin of the eye-lid could 
ot once complain of; ſo a good and tender conſcience is diſquicteds 
ot only with beams, but moats, even ſuch as the world accounts zrifles; 
firains not only at Cammels, but Gnazs alſo. A fincere, hears is like 
neat ſpruce man, that no ſooner ſpies the leaſt ſpeck or ſpot on his gar- 
ent; but he gets it waſht or ſcrap't off : the common Chyiſtian, like 
haſly ſloven, who, though he beall. fouland beſmeared, can indure 
well cnough : yea, it offends him that another ſhould be more neat 


IO Mian bimſclf, But ſuch men ſhould conſider, that though they have | 
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age conſciences, thet can ſwallow down any thingy yet the ſincere and 
der conſcience is not ſo wide. A ſtrait ſhove cannot indure the leaſt 
ibble Rone » which will hardly be felt in a wider; neither will God 

owthoſe things in his Children » which he permits in his enemies + no 
dn but will permit that in another mans Wife or Child, which he 
duld abhor in his own. A box of precious oyntment, may not have 
it leaſtfly in it; noradelicate Garden, the leaſt weed, though the 
Nlderneſſe be overgrown with them, 

I know the blind world ſo blames the Religious » and their Religion ale, 
this niceneſſe, that they think them Z4ypocriges for it : but this was 
01 comfort in theaſperſion of Zypocriſte, My wiinels is in Fleaveny and 
yrecord on high. And as touching others that are offended, their an- 
t is, Take thou O God ( who recdeſt not c ur linne v0 further thy 
ork of Grace) the charge of thy Glory, give us grace to take charge of 
y Preceprs, For ſure we arc, has what is av{oiutely evill, can by no cir- 

; cumſlance 


- | , 
22 A Sovereign Antidote 
eumſiance be made good ; poyſun may be qualified and become medicinal hel 
Chere'is uſe to be made of an enemy ; ſickneſſe may tuxn to our bettey 
health ; and death it ſelf ro the faithful, is bur a door to life, buy finne; bh 
Itnever ſo ſmall, can never be mzde good, Thus you haye ſcen theis fea; iſ 
but look alſo upon their courage, for they more fear the leaſt ſinne.» thay 
the greateſt rorment. ES R 
All the fear of S4t4n and his inſlruments, ariſeth from the want oft| 
eruc fear of 72d ; but the more a man fears God, the leſſe he fears every 
8hing elſe. Fear Grd, honour the King 1 Pet. 2.14417. He that fears Gody 
doth but honour the King, he need uot fear him, Rom. x3. 3. the Law batl 
hor power to ſmite the yertuous. gs | 
© True, many have an opinion nt wiſe, That Piety and Religion abates for 
zitude, and makes valour Feminine : but it is a foundationlieſie con;eit, The 
erue beleever feare nothing but the diſpleaſure of the higheſt,and runs away 
from nothing but ſinpe. T | | | 
Indeed he 1s not life our hot ſpurs.that will fghr in no cauſe but abad 
that fear where they ſhould not fear, and fear not where they show!d fear 
chat fear the b/xfts of mens breath, and not the fire of Gods wrath, that fearſao 
more to have the worid call them Coward: for refuſing , then Godto 
zudg them rebels for undertakiag : that tremble ar the thought of a Pris; 
fon, and yet not fear Hell fire : That can govern Towns and Citier,and leyt 
a lilly wiman over-rule them at home ; it may be a ſervane ora Child , wt 
Themiſtoctei Sonne didin Greece ; What I nll. ſaid he » my Mother will 
have done, and what my Mother will haye, my Farther docth. That wi 
undertake a long journey by Segin a Wnerry, as the deſperate Marrint 
hoyſltech Cayl in a form, and ſages None ofſhis Anceſtors were drowned, 
That will ruſh fearleſly into infeFed houſes, and ſay , The Plague never 
ccizeth on valiant blood, it kills none but Comards : That languiſhing of 
ſome fickneſſe, will ſtriye to drink it away, and ſo make haſt ro diſpatch 
both body and ſoul at once : that will run on high batzlements, gallop down 
Beep hils, ride over narrow bridges, walk on neak, Ice, and never think whaj 
if 1 fall ? but what if I paſte over and fall not ? | "1 oi 
Noz he is not thus fearleſſe, for this is preſumption and deſperate medagfy 
Notthzt'courage and fortitude which ariſeth from faith, and the true fear 
of God; but from blindneſſe and invincible ignorance of their own eſtate! 
As what think you ? Would any man put his fe zo venture , if he knew. 
that when he died he ſhould preſently drop into hell 2 | think not. But let 
the belceving Chriſtian, ( wha knowes he hath a place reſeryed for him 
in Heaven ) have a warrant from Gods word; you cannqtname the ſer- 
vice,or danger that he will ftic®at. Nor can he lightly fail of ſucceſſe, 
It is obſerved that Tr4jari was never vanquiſhed,becauſe he neyer under» 
220k warre without juſt cauſe. In fine, as he is mſt ſearfull tooffend, ſq 
hc'is moſt couragions in a 'good cauſe; as abundance of cxamples wits 
nellc, whereof 1'le but inſtance two ; fqr the time would be too ibort r 
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to drive oat diſcontent- Thell Part, 23” 


1, Ml of A brahamand Moferand Caleb,ahd David,and Gideon,and Beruch 
ex ad Sampſon, and Tepthe, and many others; of wham the hoy Ghoſt giyes 
d&Whis generall ceftimpny ; that by fauth of weak ch#y are made ſirong, wax- | 
o ed vilient in batrelyrurned t flight the Armies of the Alianis, ſubdued King- | 
in Moms: fops che months of Lyons; quenched the violence of the fire;&c, Heb. 1. 
»\Wa;to 35- Nor will I pitch upon Toſhua, whom neither Cefar, nor Pom+ 
, nor Alexander the Great, nor William the Conquerour, nor any other 
7er came near, either for yalouror viftories : but even /onathen before 
ſnd the Martyr, after Chriſt, ſhall make ir good. As what think you of 
gnathan;whom neither ſteepnels of Rocks, nor multitude of enemies, could 
liſcourage, or diſwade-from ſo unlikely an aſſault ? Is ir pollible, if the | 
Wivine power of Faich, did not'add ſpirit and courage » Making men more 
When men ; that aw0-ſhould dare to think of excountering lo many thou- 
Wands? and yer behold ronarhen and his Armour bearer put to flight, and . 
Muifed che bearts of all the Philiſtins, being thirty thouſand Chariots, fx 
hwſend Horſe-men, and Foor-men like the ſand of the Sea-ſhcrey 1 Sam. 14» 
$« .O divine power of faith ! that in all attemps and d;#icx/zies makes us 
nore then men, and regards no more: Armies of adverſaries, than ſwarms 
hex. A natural mizn in a project ſo unlikely,would have had many thoughts 
diſcouragment; and ſtrong reaſons to dilwade him: but his faith diſſalver- 
ſvpetiments, as rhe Sunne doth dews 3 yea, he contemns all fears, over="/" 
$ Wooks all impoſiibiltties, breaks through all difficulties with a reſolute cous - 
ll Wage, and flies over all carnall objetions with celeſtiall wings; becauſe the. 
ll Wrengch of his God, was the ground of his ſtrengmmin Gods. 20g 
© But ſecondlys To ſhew that theircouraze is no lefs peſſive;' than aFive; 
: Wok upon that Noble Army of Martyrs, mentioned iin Eccleſftaſtical Fii- 
t W4),who.went as willingly and cheerfully to the fakes as our Gallant to a + 
WFley ; andleapt into n 4.4 beds of flames, as if they had been beds of \. 
pj}: yeaz even weak, women, and young ſtriplings, when with one daſh of 
pen, they might have been rcleaſed; If any ſhall yer doubt which of the- ' 
d (the Keligzonror Prophane) are:molt valiant and couragions ; letthem +: 
{Wok upon the demeanour of the twelye Spies, Numb. the 13th and rgrh 
Whapters ; and obſervethe difference (between the two faithfull and erue' + 
(Wanted, and the other ten : then willthey concludes that Piety and Reli. 
"mn dothnot make men Cowards; or ifit do, that as thereis no feaſt to 
te Churles, ſo there's no fight to the Cowards, True, they arenor ſoon, 
dt eaſily provoked 5. but all the better, the longer che could fir in an Ague, 
he ſnonger the hot fat, . | £67 | | 
I know men of the Sword, will deemthoſe the greateſt Coward: thae are |. 
| apt to fight. But as when it wasobjetted to a Martymthat his Chriſt 
4s buta Carpenters ſonne, he aſwered, yea, but ſuth a Carpenter as buils 
even and Earth ; ſo we grant, we are Cowards,) as they tearm us, bue 
pcowards as areadle to prevail with God, Gen. 32.26,28. Exod. z 2.10. 
ad overcamethe Werld, the Fleſh, and the Devih x Igh. 5.44 Gal. 5, 24 
Aa lob, 
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24 _ 'AS overergn Antidote. 

x:Job,'2. 14; whichis as much valour and viory, as we care for. + Taih 
is4ruth, as well when it is noe acknowledged, as when it is : and expeti 
cncetells us, that he whofears not to do evill, is alwayes afraid to ſuffer ©. !.: 
evill; Yeathe Word of God isexpreſſe ; That none can be truly yalz.ſ 
rous, but ſuch as are truly religious» The wicked fly when none purſuethy #'P 


burthe righeous ate as bold as a Lyon, Prov. 28. 1s The reaſon whereof is I « 


If they live, they know by whom they ſtand ; ifthey die, they know 
whoſe ſake they fail. x | 


But whatſpcak' I of their not fearing death, when they ſhall not fear at [ 
eyen the day of /udgment, 1 foh. 4.17, Haſt not thou O Saviour biddenſ9® 


us, when the Elements (hall he diſſolved , and the Heavens ſhall be flaming 
about our ears, | to lift up ourheads withjoy, becauſeour redemption draw. 
nigh, Luk. 21.25, to 29» Wherefore ſaith the valiant Believer, come 


dezth, come-fire, come whirlewindei they are worthy: to be welcome: 
that ſhall carry us tv immorrahkty. + Let Pagens and 7nfidels fear death, 9% 
ſaith Sc; Cyprian who never feared God intheir life, - but let Chriſtians goſſ-51 + 


tit as trayellers unto their- native' homes as Children unto their (loving 


Futher; willingly. joyfully. Leefuch fcar to die,. as have no. hopewl; | 
Jlizr better tife { well may the brute beaſts fear death,: whoſe end of. life)" 


isthe conclxſ#on of their being ; well may the Epicure tremble at-itz who 


with his life Lookethto loſe his fe/iaty : well may ignorant and unrepentant ; 
ſinners quake :atit, whoſe dcathibepins their dammaiion : well may all..; : 


thofe make much of this life, who areniot ſure of a berter 3 becaulc they 
are conſcious to themſelves » thatichis dying lifes will but bring them: 


toatiting dizth; they haye all ſopnin anc, and what ean they look N.;s7 
to-rexpy but miſery and wvaniry:? . ſinne' was their rraffique » and prief WIL, 
will -be their grin;+deteſtable was theirtife z and damnable will be ther wry 


, 


deteaſe. 


"But itisethdrwiſe with the Godlys: they may be killed, but cannot be , 10 


hurr's for ever death (that fiend ) is to them a friend, like the Read Su 
ro (the. 7ſraelires, -which put them, over to the Land of Promiſe , while 
it drowned #heix enemics.. It is tothe faithfull as the Lngels were to Loni 
whadndtcht hin oat of - Setome , while the reſt were conſumed with fire W#*+ 
and Brimfione.' '' Every believer is Chrifts betrothed Spouſe» and death is 
bura — to biting; het home to her Husband ; andiwhar chaſte or 
loving" Spouſe » will nor earneſtly deſire the preſence of hey —_—_ | 
( asSt, Auſtin. ſpeaks 2) Yea, the dey of death to them, is the day of W%i 


their Coronation : and what Princely heir docs not long for the day of his Ws 


inſtelnamt; and: rejoyce: when it. comes? Certainly' itwas the ſweeteſt 


voitp-aliar cyer the Thief heard in this life, when Chriſt ſaid unto himz 
This..day. (halt thou be withme'in Paradiſe, Luk. 23.43. Ina word, as 


death to the wicked, puts an endo their ſhore joyers and begins their ever Wi ie 
laſting ſorrowes t ſo to the Het, iris (the end of all ſorrows and the be- 


ginging of theix over/efting joyes. The 


to drve out Diſcanteut, The 1. Part, 25 


+ The,cnd of theig furrow 3 for whereas complaint of evi/spaſt,: enſo ob 
B gentrand fear of jure, have ſhared ourlives amongſt them; deathis 

i 1. A Superſedeas fax all diſeaſes; the Reſurrefion knows no impers. 
: MA isa Viit of gaſe, to free usfiom labour and farviende : like Moſts 
Wa delivered Gods people put of. bondage > and from brick; making us 


t, Lax fy 
B Fhereas our zngreſſe into the. world, our progreſſe it it, Qur egreſſe 
of it, is nothing. but ſorrow ( for weare born crying live grumblings? 
"ed dic 2hing.) deathis a medicine, which drives away: all theſe, for wer 
all tile criumphing.. | ff 
'@ It ſhall cevive our repurationg and cleer our Names from all ipneom3s'- 
yand reproach 3 yea, the more contemprible here, the more glorious here» 
We. Naw a very Dwelliſt will go into the field to ſeek deathy and findo 
BOW + 
'Y 5, Dearhto the godey, is as a Goal-delivery, to let the Soul out of the: 
rl" of the bogy, and ferit free. , _ | | 
"N 6. Death fices ys from ſinne, an 7nmatethat (ſpite of our teeth ) will- 
colituſl with us, {q lapg as. life affords it houſe-room : for wharis it tothe 
F, »l,bur the funeralt of their vices, and the reſurredtion of their vermnes. 
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"Mp : PE Y 414 's ? iP , :'& 8 , 4 
Pe keauſe Pagiemein ſuffering byogs 27evard: with it. In zeafona: 


TIman would forgive his enemy eyen for his ownfakey were there no.1 
thet, motive !Q pecſwade him: for eo let paſle many«things of no-ſmali} 
amen» as that, ne forgive 083 wwe can do nopatt:of -,;ods worlhip: 

+ Waris pleaſing.to.huim ; for we cannot pray aright, 1 Tim, 2.8. We” 
Wag0L. communic4ie 10 the Sacrementy -but we make our. ſelves euiiry of 

os Wrike.blonds 1 Coro lin 27: Maths $ii24, Wecannot be gaod hearers| 
; L Word» -Jameg 1,21« and that it makes a man' ceptrue to Satan»! 
Mel. 4,26-27. . and, manythe like'--7f ye forgive men their sreſpaſſes, (ſaith 
Kr: Sanpury ),your heavenly Father alſo will forgive yous' bye if you fore" 

is M!e #04 men, sberr grefpiaſſes, neither will your heavenly Farther fargive'you 
WY &rr{brſiece (Mat, 6G..145 15. So he! thar will nor be 3n 'Chartey» ſhall: 
| + gp ng And why ſhould Ldo my ſ(elfa ſhtewd turn becauſe: 

ih 434 woult? Yeas wedeſire pardon, ay we giveparton; and we would' 
is W-94h.to havc.our own lips condemn us, \''Whenwe pray to-God to fore' 
w our :treſpafſes, as we alſo forgiveithem that crefpaſle againſt us; ? 

6.99, got refolye to forgive our breghren 5 .wedo incffet fay, Lord cone 
#1 forwe will be condemned : whereas he that doth good v0 his enemys * 

Win tharat, doth betterco himſelf, © * | EW ape 
« $9 9311's Bleſied is chemen ( faith St. Zamer) that endureth tempration (viz, 
patience) for when be is cried, be ſbglt receive the Crown oflife; James 
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26 1... Sovereren Antidote 5 d 
1.12. Andthis made Moſes notonly patient in his ſufferings, but jqp{Waplc 
full, eſtceming the rebuke of Chriſt greater riches than all the treaſure; ff» 
L£Egypr : For ſaith the Text, he had reſpe& unto the recompence of the Wit 
ward, Heb... 26- And well it might ; for whereas the higheſt degree | 
of ſuffcring, is not worthy of the /eaſt and loweſt degree of this glory, Rot 

3.18. St. Paul witneſſeth, that owr light affliftion which is but for a1 

'ment { if it be borne with patience ) cauſeth unto usa far moſt excellent Ant 
eternal! weight of glory, while we look, not on the things that are ſeen, byſſomtc 
en the things whicharenot ſeen, 2 Cor-4*171 18, Where note the inconfſW-90%! 
adhleetic and infinite difference between the work and the wages{Wpeii®s 
light «ffiFion receiving a weight of glory, and momentary afflifimngW1es" 
cteenall glory; anſwerable to the' rew#d of the wicked, whoſe cmly 
delights live and die in a moment : but their inſufferable puniſhment Wc D 
interminable and endleſs: Asit fared with Pope Sixtus the fifth ( wh! ! 
ſold his ſoul to the Devill, to enjoy the glory and pleaſure ofthe Populi 1 
dom tor (cyen yeats) their pleaſure is ſbors,' their pain everlaſting : ouſÞave © 
pain is ſhore, our joy ecernall., What will not men undergo, ſo their pyſiſpecau 
miay be anſwerable} The old experienced Souldiet fears not the rain at 
ſtorms above him , nor the numbers falling before him; nor the troops aſwe 
of enemies againſt him, nor the ſhot of thundring Ordinance about hiniiſ 
but looks to the honourable reward promiſed him. When Philip askelſÞ"!uc 
Democritus, if he did not fcar to loſe is heed, he anſwered, No: fol 

( quoth he, ) if I dice, the Lchenians will give me a /ife immortall: m nlwe 
ing». he thould be hazued in the trexſury of cternall fame : if the immacſÞake 
zaliry ( as they: thowMe ) of their navhes, was ſuch a ſtrong reeſon to pep pf mc 
ſwadc them to parience, and all kind of worthineſſe ; what ſhould theme "! 
mortality of the ſoul: be to us ? Alas, verine were'a poor thing) *If fawlgſpwner 
only ſhould be all the Garland that did crown her : but the- Chr:ſtiÞ"d 1 
knowes, thatif cyery pain be ſuffers were a death, and very crofſe an heli © 
he ſha]lihaveamends enough. - Which made the Mertyrs ſuch' Zamb;inp" to 
ſuffering, that their: perſecutors were more weary with ſtriking, 'thanthif Th 
with ſuffering 5. and many ofthem 'as willing ta dieas dive, When Mw 
defiis* the” Emperours Lieutenant, told Bafii what he ſhould ſuffer 3 &ſ%*" 
confiſcation of goods, cruell taxturcs , death, g&c. He anſwered,'ll hou 
this :be: ail.» :x fear not : yea had 1 as many liyes\, 4s I haye hairs ff 
my. head; 1-wowld lay them all down for' Chrift, nor can your tal 
more benefie.me than in ſending me to my Heayenly Father, 'to whowf* 
I.now live, and ta. whom I deſire to haſten And another time, 'beingiſ®*2 " 
thceatned.in.llike manner by'the Emperour + he bad him-fright Babies to £ 
with ſuch Bughbares.; .. His/ife.mightbe taken away, but not” his row 
faxte , his heed 5. but not hisiqomn. +: Yea, porſecutoys, are but our Fb 
thers Goldſmiths, ( ſayes Bernard ) working to adde Pearter, to the Crow 
of-the Saints. Whence Gordiur could ſay te his tormentors, itis to 


great lo(5,if you bate me any part of my ſufferings; I oould abound with 8 
a cxamplc 
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* to drive out Diſconteut. The 11, Part. 27 


pples of this nature, No- matter ( quoth one of them.) what I ſuffer 
nerih, ſo I may be crowned in Heaven, I care not, quoth another, 
2nat becometh of this frail Bark my fleſh 5 ſol haye the paſſenger, my 
, ſafely conduted. And another, mr 
If (Lord) at nighs thou grant'ſt me T.azarus.boons 
Let Dives dogs lick «ll my ſores az noon, 6. TO, 
And a valiant Sewdicr going about a Chriſtian atchieyement 3,, My 
omfort is, though 7 loſemy /ife for C hciſts ſake, yer 1 lhall not loſe my 
howr 5 yea, I cannot endure enough to come to Heaven. Laſtly, 1g» 
ius going 'to his' Martyrdom, was lo ſtrongly raviſhed with the joyes of 
even, that he burſt out intotheſe words ; Nay, come fire, come beaſts, 
ame breaking my boner, racking of my body, come all the zorments of 


Whc Devill rogether upon me, come what can come in the whole earths 
Þr in hell, ſo I may enjoy Zeſus Chrift in the end. 


I might ſhew the like, touching cemprations on the right hand, which 


fffbayc commonly more ſtrength in themyzandare therefore more dangerous, 


vecauſe more playſeble and glorious, . When V alence lent to offer Baſil 


{Wecat preferments, and to te]] him what a great man he might be: Yaſil 


aſwers , Offer theſe things to Children not tro Chiiſtians. Wherr 


x zme bad, ſtop Zuthers mouth withpreferment: one of his adverſaricy 


fycred, it was in vain, he cares neither for Gold, nor Honour. 'An 


* ghen they offered to make hima Cardinall, if he would be quiet; he 


ne money that / 


oſwered, No, I will not betray the truth by my ſilence, it you would 
make me "= When Yalence the Emperour offered Baſil occat ſums 
pfmoneyan ” preferment to rempt him : he anſwered, can you give 

all laſt for ever, and glory that will eternally flouriſh ? 
ſhen Pyrrhus tempred Fabritius, the firlt day with an Elephant, lo huge 


vnd monſtrous a beaft as before he had not ſeen, the next day with Mo» 


ey and promiſes of F7onour , he anſwered, 1 fear not thy foxcc, and L 
too wiſe for thy fraud. But I ſhall be cenſured for exceeding, 

Thus hope refrejhecha Chriſtian, as much as miſery depreſieth him ; it 
makes him defiic all that men or Devils can do, ſaying, Take away m 


of12d;, my good name, my friends, my liberty, my life, and what el 


Whou canſt imagin 3s yet I am well enough, ſolong as thou canſt not take 


ny the reward of all, which is an hundred fold more even in this world» 


end in the world to come, life everlaſting. Mark. 10.2930. I confeſs many 


$ 


ſuch Milkſops,for want of Faith,and experience: that they are diſharr- 
ed with Scoffs alone, but no necd. For, if they ſhould turn their words 
to blowes, and ( inſtead of uſing their congues ) rake up their ſivords and 
us, they ſhall rather pleaſure than hurt us, When 1ebn Beptiſt was 


F*livercd from a double priſon, of his own, of Herods, and placed, in 


e glorious liberty of the Sonnes of God, what did he loſe by it ? His head 
« caken off, that it might be crowned withglory ; he had no ill bargain 


vPtit, chey did but baſten him t@ immorzality © and the Churckes daily 


prayer 


+8 | ' A Sovereity Antidote” | 
prayer is; Come Zord Tefus, come quithly; © Yea, whatfaid bleſſed Brad. 
ford# In Chrifts cnſe to ſuffer death, isthe way to Heaven on Horiback; 
which hath made ſome eyen ſlight' the ſenrence of dexch, and mall 
nothing of it, Itis recorded of one Martyr, rhat hearing the ſentence 
of his condemnation read, whetein was 'exprett many ſeyerall rorturer, of 
ſerving, killing, boyling, burning; and the like, which he ſhould ſuffer 
herarns to the People; and with aſmiling countenance” ſaies ; And all 
th3s-is but one death, and each Chriſfian' may ſay ( of what kinde ſocyet 
his ſufferinos be ) The ſooner I get home, the ſooner Fd (hall be ateale. Yea, 
whateycr threarens to befall him the may antwer it as' once that noble 
Sperten, who being told of the death of ttis Ch:/dren, anfivcred, 1 kneay 
well they were all begot morzall. + Secondly; that his goods were cons 
feſeate, 1 knew what was but for my ſe, was not mine.” Thirdly, 'thit 
his h2nour was gone, 1 knew no g/ory conld be ever/xſting on this miſe: 
zable Zarth. Fourthiy, that his ſentence was to dye. "That's nothing, 
Nature hath given like ſentence borh of my condemnets and me. wid? 
ed men haye the adyantageof the way» bur god!y men of the end ; Wh 
feat not death becauſe they fearcd God in their ifs. 
' I know carnal} men will either not believe this, orthould they ſecit 
ated, (asin Q ueen Macies dayes) they would be amazed atit. Ant 
no wonder for to fpcak truth, Faichand Patience are two mi-acles inf 
Chriſtian. A Proteſtant Martyr being at the ſtake, in the midſt of fu 
zious and outravious flames, cricd out, Behold ye Papiſis, whom no« 
thing will convince but Miracles; here ſee one indeed, for in this fire 
I feel no more pain, thanif1 were ina bed of Down, yeaitis to me like 
a bed of Roſes : and Caſiianus reporteth, that when a Martyr was tot- 
mented by the 7nfidels, and asked by way of reproach, What Miracle 
his CHRIST had done ; he anſweted, He hath done what you now 
hehold; enabled me ſo to bear your contwnelies , and undergo all thelt 
fortures ſo patient/y, that I am not once moved; and is not this a miracle 
worthy yout taking notice of ? And indeed, what haye we by ourſecond 
Birth, whichis not miraculous in compariſon of our narurall condition? 
Ye was no leſſe then a miracle for Zacheus, a man both rich and covyerous, 
fogive halfhis gonds to the poor, and make refliitution with the reſidue, 
and, all this in his hea/th, It was a great miracle, that Toſeph 3n tht 
Arms of his Miſtreſs, ſhould not burn with /#ſ/. Itis agreat miracle fora 
manto forſake Fouſer, and Lands, and all that he hath; yea, to hate F4- 
ther, and Mother, and Wife, and Children, and his own /iferto be Chi#iſts 
Diſciple. Itisa great miracle,to rcjoyce in :ribuiation, and ſmile death 
znthe face, Itis a great miracle that of fierce and cruell Wolves, Bear 
Lyons, we ſhould betransformed into meck Lambs, and harmleſs Doves 
andall this, by thefoollſhneſs of Preaching Chriſt crucified. Indeed, they 
wereno. miracles, if nature could produce the like cffet: Buthe m 
not lobkto find in competion withgrace, far which conſult, Phil, g FA 
: 0m, 
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to drive eut Diſcontent, The II. Parr, 29 
im. $.5+ Phil. 4.3; Alass grace nd ſaith tranſcend narure and reaſon : 
« much as 7e&ſon doth ſenſe, for patience ( rightly lo called Y:isa Preroga- 
ve royall, pe culiar to the Saints. Its well it Philoſophy hayc ſo mutch 
:{dome as to ſtand amazedatit, Neitheris ittrue Chriftien patience, 
xcept 1» 3t flow from a pious and good heart, ſantified by the holy Ghoſts 
Bedone in knowledge ofz and obedience to Gods command, ' 3, That we 
oitin humility» and ſincere love #0 God, 4. That it be-done in faith, 
"That we aimat Gods: lory ( not at our own» ) andthe Churches good 
our ſufferings. 6. That we forgive, as wellas forbear ; yea, loves 
ray for, and return good-to our enemies for their evi/l, | 
And thus you ſce how patient ſuffering is rewarded, both hereand 
creafter 3 that we loſe whatever wedo loſe by our enemies, no otherwiſe 
ian the husbandmas loſeth hu ſeed : for whatcyer we part withall, js bur 
${ced caft into theground , which ſhaileyenia this life, according to our 
eviewrs promiſe, return unto us the increaſe of an hundred fo{d, and in - 
he world zo come) life everlaſting. Mark. 10,29» 30» Butadmir patience 
ould neithex be rewarded here, nor hereafter; yet it is- a ſufficient 
ward to it ſelf: for, hope and patience are two ſoycraign and wniverſall 
medies for all diſeaſes. Patience is a counzerpoyſon or anzipoyſon tor all 
ref, It is like the Tree which Moſes caſt into the warcrs, Exod 15.255 
\r as that Trce made the waters ſweet, lo Patience ſweetens affii&3n, 
tis as Larde to the {ean meat of adverſity. It makes the poor begyar 
ich»teacheth the bond-man in a narrow _ to enjoy all liberty and 
xiety : for, the patient beleever,though he be alone, yet he never wants 
mpany : though his dies be penury, his ſawvce 1s content : all his miſeries 
annot make him ſich, becauſe theyare digeſted by patience. And indeeds 
is not ſo muchthe greatneſſe of their pain, as the ſmalneſie of their pas 
n:e, that makes many miſerable ; whence ſome haye \ andnor unfitly)' 
embled our fancies, to thoſe multiplying glaſſes made at Venice, which' 
cing put to the eye, make zwenty men in Lrms ſhew like arerrible 
Cmy. And every man is truly calamizous, that ſuppoſcrh himſclf ſo # 
zoftentimes we die jn concezr, before we be truly ſick : we give the bat- 
forloſt, when as yet we ſce not the enemy. Now crolles are cithee 
deraus or light, asthe Diſciples or Scholers 'elteem them : every mart 
ſowpretched, as he beleeverh himſclfe to be, The talt of goods or evils 
th greatly depend on the opinion we have of chem 3 and conremeation, 
e an old man ſpeFacles, make thoſe charaders calic and familiar that” 
herwiſe would puzzle him ſhrewdlys AffiiGions arc as we uſe them x 
ir is nothing grievous, if the thought make 1tnotſo : even painir ſelf 
faith the Phioſopher ) is in our power, if nor to be diſanulled, yer at 
aſt - to. be -djminjhed through patience : yery Gally ſlaves , ſetting 
et by their captivity, find treedom in bondage, Patience islike a golders 
idin the hand, to break the troak of every crofle, and ſave the bears 
ugh the body ſuffer, A ſornd ſpiric » ſaith Solomoriy will bear T7 
Infbre 
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 infirmity, Ptoy. 18. 14. Patiencetothe ſoul, is asthelid tothe eyey 
as the 11d being ſhut, when occaſion requires, ſaves.itexcecdingh 
. Patience intervening between the ſox! and that which ic ſuffers,. 
| the heart whole, and cheers the body again. And therefore, if youy 
'it, when you can paſſe by an »ffence, and take it patiently and quiz 
you have a kind of peace and joy in your heart, asif you had pat 
viftory, andthe more your patienceis, ſtill the /efſe your pain is : fo; 
light burthen at the arms end weigheth heavier by. much, than a by 
of treble weight, if it be born on the ſh2u/ders which .are made tobe 
ſo ifa man [ct pariencero bear his croſſe, the weight is nothing to 
it would be if.that were wanting : Ina word, Patzence is ſo foverai 
medicine, that it cures and oyercomes all : it keeps the heart from 
the hand from revenge, the tongue from contumely, the whole body: 
ſmart, it overcomes our enemies without weapons : finally, it is ſuch a 
tue, that it makes calamities no ca/amities. So you haye ſeaven Reaſay 
p_ thcre are nine more in the Original! that ſhould follow, þ 
aſten co the w/es &c. An end of the ſecond pare: the Third and 


 followcs, 


POSTSCRIPT... 


Þ0* the Readers 200d » and that the Vendor may not want ſorts, 


4 ſerve his two penny cuſtomers : ( for he meets with few that will} 
him more , be the Book of what bulk it will. ) I have ſtooped ſo 
as to cut theſe tinall threds out of a whole piece of rich Scariez, And 
doce out ſo much -Lmbergreece in thele little papers , as may accom 
date both the poor » and penurious. Though I foreſee the diſinge 
ouſnels of not a few 5 who not conlidering the worth , nor quantity 
matter crow-led in, but the number of leaves : will offer him forex 
ewo ſh-ets, rhe price of a Ballad. Notwithſtanding in caſe any 
repent their bargain, they ſhall be intreated by ſome or other I preſun 


to taketheir money again , after they have read it, 
So many as would haye the Originall, out of which theſe ſeayen Chu 


zers, and rhe foregoing eleaven are taken;z(a Book contayning as good 
fourſcorc the li' e Chaprers ) need but repair to the Srerioncrs, Ori 
_ the Ficr has prevented 5 they may be had where thele' pieces 4 
old. | | 
Then that hundreds may be undeceived » who having bougheſo 
of my ſma'!l pieces, as are conteyned in my Chriſtian Library : ſuppe 
they have all my Lucubzations , when they have not one half : for wh 
I have publithed , cannot well be bound upin leſs then four Vollume 
And that the ſeveral S:ationers» that have the Coppies 3 may not whe 
I am gone {v ſcryeme , in Printing them together with Tables, ( wit 
out which chey are nothing {9 uſctalfor Scho/ers, )L think it nor amiliſh; 
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togive them thereof a hint, that ſo they may better inform, themſelyes» * 
if occaſion ſhall happen. ., . 101356 
> As for prevailing with fome one againſt che time {hall leave the 
World which is neer at hand, ( ſhould I make it my humble and univer- 
fal requeſt. ) to take -up my Trade, In giving a few lines of good coun» 
fell, ro. thoſe poor ignorant and impotent wretches, .that do not ſo 
mucli as know they haye precious and immortal ſouls that mult live eyerlaſt- 
ioply in Bliſſe or Woe: that is when, he ſhall bear them ſwear, Curſe, 
$coft;&c. As he ſees an opportunity of doing good;or ſome likelywhood 
6fſtopping them in their way to deſtruftion, whether, they are poſting 
Mindfold, and headleng I haye yery ſmall hope, Though'L will forbid 
the beſt pate alive to deviſe a better way fora private Chuiſtian,. tor, ex- 
refs his love and thankfulneſs to Chriſt, who hath. doxe, and ſuffered 
oh giver and forgivenſo much to him : or hawhe ſhall better diſcbarge 
his duty to his Neighboxr, or Country, or do ſo much ,gaod as ſo cheap 2 
rate: For hereby he thall endeavours , and not withourſome hope, (,God 
bleſſing the meanes ) the ſaving of Ter thouſand ſouls ;, with the expence 
of five times ten ſhillings. Which proje& that cver it,was put into my 
minde, I account the ſecond incomparable favour, that ever I received 
Infotuch that Ican neyer enough admire * The co!dneſi of mens charity 
and {ove; and yet the ſtrength (as they pretend!) 'off their faith , and 
ſervency in prayer. Yea, how ſhould it other then cut the hearrs of 
thoſe that have felt the love of Chriſt, or that have any Chriſtian blood 
mtheir yaines; to hearhim ſo wounded at home with oaths and blaſphemics 
abroad with reproaches , who is the life of their lives, and the ſoul of 
their ſouls : To ſee multitudes go blindfold to Hell, and no man offer 
toſtop or check them, before they ariye there from whence there is no 
redemption. Yea, howlſhould it not make all that are themſelyes got 
out of Satans clutches; to plot, ſtuddy and contrive all they can to - 

dtaw others of theis brethren after them. | | ; 

" True ſome fooles think me alittle crackt in brain ,-for putting a 
paper into mens hands when I hear them blaſpheme the name of God, and 
wound their own ſouls: But when I conſider how ourcarnall Fricndswill 
tute us, when they come in FZel/: that we did not. our.utmoſt endea- 
Vour to ſtop them, I can hardly forbear to lay hands upon a Drankard, 
Blaſphemer, Adultezer, Murtherer, &co to ſtophim from the eyill, he 
1s about to exccutc, and to kneel down upon my knees and beg of him, 
that he would not fo deſperately damn his own ſoul, As let me ask 
our diſcreet ones but this queſtion ? Had we ſtood by when Adam was 
between the perſwaſion of his Wife, and the precept of his God, when the 
ohne ſaid Adam eat, and the other faid Ldam ear not, torit thou dot 
thou fhatt aye the death, and all thy poſterity, Had it been an i'l office 
"(MO haye cryed out and ſaid? O' Adam take feed 'what thou doſt? Or 
yould he” haye had caulc to oc Preycated : Itrow not 
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© Yea, I think it had been a ſcafonable peice of high friendſhip, and now 
* eandenyir. And indeed could a man fave his brothers ſoul, by ſo doi 


(as probably and for ought he knows he may, Tude 33. Iames$, 19, tt 
a Tim.4.16.)he needed not much ro cate, though the World repured hin 
a madman;aud fpent a thouſand of their ſimple yerdidts on himyſec Day 
I2.3. ; - 
And yet asif Godand Chriſt (as well as thoſe graceleſs and pitti 
ones) were altogether friendlels, where is the man to be H_ in 
the three Kingdoms ? Thatlike Pax! at Fthens,( who was ſo ſtirred in 
ſpirit, when he ſam the City wholly given to Idolatry, that he not ol 
blamed them for their ignorance, and ſuperſiition, bux he daily fliſpan 
with them in the market , and with any thathe met ; though he was grit 
youſly mocke, both by ;he Epicurian and Stoick Philoſophers, togetha 


- with the rude multitude as a Babler, and a ſetter forth of flrange Gods, Al 
* 47-16. to the end of the Chapter ) will ſo much difparage, or diſquie 


himſelf in the! open ſtrects, as to ſpeah a ſyllable, ro ſave a ſoul thati 
iavaluable; and to yindicate the honour of God, which we are boug 
co redeem with our own lives. And why forſooth ? but this, they fly 
be fen/ured by the thronge as inliſcree:, and reviled for ſq doing. 

But let men Jookto it, forwhat our $4507 hath plajnly forcwarne 
jus of Mar, 8. 38. will prove a dread{ui] Text, to agreat many of out 
diſercer , and white livered NVicodemaſes, What I {peak is not at ra 
dome, I know well what hath been the produtt of a little good coun 
given ro me, whenT was a youth : It proved not only the ſaving ofn 
iou!, and the occaſion of compoſing, my many well appraved of peic 
of praticall Diyinity, (4n which God hirh made my pen, an inſtrument 
ro ſerve him, and tne a prefident without a preſident ; for never did 
inſufficient 4 dunce put pen to paper, upon ſuch an account, withai 
becoming a fool in print. {But the ſame alſo hath occaſipned me, to 
give a thouſand pound in ſuch Bokras are molt likely to preyaile wit 
linners, and with ſuch ſucceſs, that! would not have them ungiyentc 
a thouſand worlds,, Yca, poſſible it is, that there are hundreds nc 
in Heaven praiſinos God, that ever I preſented them with a few line 
Nor doi ſlightly ovetiook what I haye gained { though its well knd 
I hatc and ſcorne gifts) by giving and that in a threefold reſpe&. Nort 
providence of God, in having preſeryed me alive ina dying canditie 
almoſt theſe forty years. And withall, made me ( the moſt baſhfulli 
pthcr caſes) as bold asa Lyon : in not fearing to diſcharge my duty al 
conſcience in this particular to any, be they what they will : thou 
zo the hazard of all that can be taken from me. Though theſe wnreeſo 
gble men, ( as the Apoſtle (tiles all chat have not faith : 3 Thef]. 3.2 
Make me many times wiſh cha; I had the Wings of 'a Doves thae 1 mij 
fy away, and be at reſt, Pt. $5e 1.tO 9, Ter. Ye 1, tO 10. 

' Baze with me, when tie Apoſtle hiraſelf was diiyen, tq ſpeak h 
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to drive out diſcontent, The Part. 33 
are to this purpoſe, 2 Cor, 10,11, and 12, Chapters that he mi 
indicate himſelf S thoſe , that bad prejudice aginſt his perſon leaſt} 
hoyld light whatcyer heſpake, or wrote unto them. 2 Coy, 10.10, W, 
nll8 ſpcakis to the glory of Gods and for others good wereI not compelled 

K.; hcm ſo todo. O thatſome or other would have the wit, generoſeeys 
Wand Mggnanimity, tO lay what I hayc fooliſhly ſpoken, ſu cently to 
ncart. 

I know how I am cenſured for my paſtion, (or rather compaſſion andcoms- 
wſeretion)and indignation, for my indiſcretion in anſwering, Scoffers, when 
hey ſpurn againſt the means to be ſaved,and make themſclyes merry wi 
ir own damnation, Nor can I cxcuſe my (e]f,though I uſe the beſt wits 
haye, in obſcrying circumſtances. For, I am ( full fore againſt m 
ill) roo much like Torah for paſſions Tonah 4+ 4, 8, 9. And like Toby 
"Go handling a good cauſcill, moſt unlike him in patience , and yetin' 
if@purpoſe defire and indeayour perhaps really , and praftically in ſome 
Mother caſes, and I hope in Gods acceptance as patient ashe. Nor can 
St be denyed, but he that hath faith or any one grace in truth, hath all 
ther graces in the ſame meaſure with it-though not alike conſpicuous ap= 
arent and manifeſt, For which read Mr. Downams Chriſtian Warfare Firſt 


elſþare 46. Chaptey 3, Sefton to 9.p. 614, and Printed Anno 1612, And who 
' oulſſo reads the ſame will give me thanks for pointing him eo it. But 


hat if God findes it mcet? to deny me the gift of ralking, and thar 
Chriſtian prudence which were to be wilhed, both co humble me -and ro 


{ myſW@earder his implecable enemies, that deny and refuſe Chriſis offer, and 
iceWhcir own mercy, (As much worſe were it for me if I had not mereto. 
@dyercome and to humble me, then ordinarily other men have. ) who car: 


vell? or if any be ſo minded, Jet them minde well, what the Apoſile 
pcaks. Philip, 1. 28, 29, 30. and lay their hand upon their mouth. rob. 
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Men may think as they pleaſe, butthirty years experience ( for ſo long 
aye I been pudling in a Waſps neſt ) hath taught me, that mild and gentle 
xaFordes, to ſuch Mad-dogs as fly in their Makers face, and wound their 
inchvn ſouls, as oft as they ſpeak : may cauſe them to fleer and ſeoff, but na 

mWorc {1irr or move them, thena ih, knock , or call, will awaken one 

ut of x dream, or dead ſleep, Yea, a mild reproof,, does but incourape 


ionFickedneſs, and make itthink it ſelf ſo ſlight, as thatrebukeimporteth, 


o ſay to hardned ſinners, as Ely to his ſonnes why did you fo, is no otheg 
ohen to ſhave that head, which deſerves cutting off= Nothing will cut a 
(WP iemnd, but a Diamond, nothing will caſe the Pluziſy, but letting o 
Food, Such as are ſick of a dead Appopler, muſt have bath ſtronger, = 

louble che quantity of Phyſick that others have.But that beeſbrained fellow 

1; Sceleger, had hjs cars bored with thunder, when nothing elſe would 

dit, , the inchanted Ffſſe in Lucian, returned to his proper ſhape 
C 2 again 
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;» when he faw Himſelf i in a looking glaſſe. 'And the' { ou | 


rant ro His 23:5; repures him his beſt friend, thathath douti 
- Heac! him moſt, as I "oo found —_ a few of them, bur ſee Pre 
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